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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

This is an important month in regard to the chapter’s course and direction. I’m sure
most of us know that at the next meeting we will be holding our first election of
chapter officers. When we hold these elections we are counting on everyone to be a
part of this Democratic process. Those that have accepted nominations or nominated
themselves have chosen to run for these offices to plot the course of our chapter
for the next year. Every member of this chapter has an opinion and a right to express
their opinion through participation at meetings, the Forum on our website and at the
time of elections. 

Board members are your voice at the next level, we, as officers of the chapter are
responsible for carrying out the will of the chapter members, this includes you. We
are asking every member of our chapter to be present at the next meeting. We are
calling for your presence because you count for something by being a member. Your
vote is needed to complete the process.

This month legislative sessions have resumed in Tallahassee and there are some key
Bills that will be brought up again. One is the cell phone Bill the other is re
instating driver’s education in Florida’s school system. Once again, we as members of
ABATE of Florida will need to become even stronger in support of the goals set
before us. This will be a time to become active in getting information out to local
officials we have form letters on our site to be copied, signed, faxed, mailed or
emailed. There are charts and statistics from recent studies available for the asking.

Community events and meetings are a great way to have information placed in the hands
of community leaders who usually have a direct contact with city officials and some
may have communication with State representatives and Senators. The important thing is
that we are getting the facts into the hands of people that can actually have
influence on the final decision.

If you believe in the cause and feel like you’re alone in your opinion you’re Not!
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE, people just like you all over the state.
They are our Brothers and Sisters At Arms. They are working to promote and support
our cause and each chapter has a responsibility to do the same. We are a young
chapter but we have had an incredible growth rate, outstanding renewals and more
life members then some of the largest chapters. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
We have recently had gained the confidence and support of L.A.M.A.’s National
Chapter who recommended to it’s thousands of members through out the United
States that they join their local ABATE Chapter, States MC Mother Chapter in
Pompano Beach and Lake Worth Chapter have been given permission to become
members of ABATE SE and Palm Beach. We welcome them and look forward to working
to promote friendship and brotherhood among all motorcyclists.

We have indeed been fortunate in having been supported by our Brothers and Sisters
of the American Legion Riders 268 and 277. We have enjoyed a great times at their
Post which has helped us in establishing close ties with other Legion Riders and, most
recently Nam Knights MC. America. Establishing bonds that have been formed and the
recognition and respect we have received from these organizations has helped
strengthen my personal conviction to bring all motorcyclist whether an independent
or a member of another motorcycle organization closer together through
interaction and mutual respect.

New opportunities are opening to us all the time, we need to have your participation in
order to insure that none of these are wasted. As we become more visible we attract
more attention, which just might just spark someone’s interest in what we are all
about. We have been offered to set up information booths at Bike Nites but we need
more people to become involved. My deepest gratitude and appreciation goes out to
all of you who have stepped up in the past. Your dedication and hard work has helped
us form a solid  foundation on which to build.

I hope you will consider becoming an active participant in the next year, helping to
bring our chapter to the forefront in the motorcycle community promoting
motorcycle rights, safety and awareness and being a part of the friendship and
brotherhood that brings all of us together.

Support your local ABATE Chapter.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President

ABATE P.B.C.

561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243

president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety

Dedicated to"Freedom of Choice, 

Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in

Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of
Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or

any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW

One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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1/4 PAGE
1 - Month  - $ 21.20
3 - Months - $ 42.40
6 - Months - $ 77.38
One Year    - $139.28
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3 - Months - $65.72

 6 - Months - $121.90
One Year    - $219.42
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BUSINESS CARD

1 - Month $ 1 0 . 6 0
3 - Months $ 2 2 . 2 6
6 - Months $ 4 1 . 3 4
One Year $ 7 4 . 4 1

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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APRIL

Denis "FAH Q" Wilson
Lenny "Leo" Nicola
Bradley "Polinator" Bradsetter
Mark "Lurch" Olsen

JULY

Jimmy "2 EZ" Malecki
Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
Francky McGowan
Jesus "Deuce" Nieves
Kathy Olsey
Gino Diano

MAY

Jim “Free Spirit” Shine
John “Shorty” Durante
Bill “Wizard” Dorn AUGUST

Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Arthur "Butch" Turner
Leo   Pedraza
Lars E.  Bergstrom 

JUNE

Athena “The Vagabon Chickie” Ransom
Ray Edwards
Sara Edwards
James McGill
Charles “Freeze” Housman
John “Honda John” Preston

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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HARSH YOU SAY??

1. There will be no special bilingual programs in the schools, no special
ballots for elections, and all government business will be conducted in
our language. 

2. Foreigners will NOT have the right to vote, no matter howlong they are
here.

3. Foreigners will NEVER be able to hold political office. 

4. Foreigners will not be a burden to the taxpayers. No welfare, no food
stamps, no health care, nor any other government assistance programs.

5 Foreigners can invest in this country, but it must be an amount equal to
40,000 times the daily minimum wage.

6.  If foreigners do come and want to buy land that will be okay, BUT options
will be restricted. You are not allowed to own waterfront property. That
property is reserved for citizens naturally born into this country.

7.  Foreigners may not protest; no demonstrations, no waving a foreign flag,
no political organizing, no bad-mouthing our president or his policies.  If
you do you will be sent home. 

8.  If you do come to this country illegally, you will be hunted down and sent
straight to jail.

 Harsh, you say?...

The above laws happen to be the immigration laws of " MEXICO " !
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From: Tumbleweed
Chaplain, ABATE P.B.C.

                                      

 Brothers and Sister of Palm Beach Abate

How should we dress? If you're going to engage in some type activity you would
dress for that occasion. Here is a allegory: When you work out in the yard you put on
your yard clothes, when you play golf you would put on your golf attire, when you
ride your motorcycle; you would put on your motorcycle clothing. This is what we
should do to fight spiritual warfare. In Ephesians 6:11 it says: "For we are not fighting
against people made of flesh and blood, but persons with out bodies, the evil rulers
of the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness
who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the sprit world."
So we must put on the whole armor of God, that we might be able to stand safe
against all strategies and tricks of Satan. So use every piece of Gods amour to resist
the enemy whenever he attacks, and when it's all over, you will still be standing up. If
you are not a believer in Christ, Satan will not attack you as much as a believer.
Why? because he already has control over you. Until the next time we will see how
to put on the whole armour of God.

Until then may God Bless.

“Tumbleweed”
Cell phone 954 610 1483

jvmclemore@yahoo.com
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The System is Poisoned
I know I had written about this before and to those who read it I apologize for
being redundant but I can’t remember the last time I talked to anyone about
current events, that didn’t express total dissatisfaction in the state of our
government’s handling of everything from the price of gas to the appropriation
of funds to supply our troops with the highest quality body armor, to the
increase in our presence to do what we had committed to do.

Most recently I saw our governments response to the uprising in Gaza and
Lebanon and from “what I heard and what I saw” was beyond my comprehension. 

Our government, of partisan legislators wants a deadline for funding of our OWN
TROOPS, already in combat with the threat of passing legislation of CUTTING OFF
FUNDING to our own troops and when Lebanon starts screeeming for our support
in their civil war. The democrats and the republicans, out of the clear blue sky
came up with a billion dollar band aide package that will undoubtedly be used
against us. Just, as it has for over 65 years. 

It should have come to someone’s attention after the Korean War that the two
party system was not working. Our government was never intended to be a two
party system to begin with. If I’m not mistaken I believe it was Thomas Jefferson,
one of our founding fathers that was quoted as saying “If it was that I would have
to heaven with a party, I wouldn’t go at all”.

In my personal opinion the whole two party system is a scam. These people are
funded by people like you and I through party affiliation in one way or another.
We are supporting people of lesser integrity than the ones running for office.
They are the ones who run the campaigns. We waste and I say we because we, all
of us are paying for both parties to conduct themselves like a bunch of “frat
rats” running for valedictorian. 

They publicly denounce their opponent and dig up as much shit as they can and
throw it through the proverbial fan for the world to smell and then one of them
wins the election. 

The winner now has to establish himself as the leader of the most powerful nation
in the world. This is immediately after his opponent just finished hangin’ his dirty
shorts on the line during a campaign. Again in my opinion, if half of what they say
about each other is true they should all be in jail not in office. 
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Regardless, if we want to get this country back on track, my theory is that we
start with holding the candidates and elected officials and their constituents,
responsible and accountable for their plans to make our country a better place.
Responsibility and accountability, each candidate for president is presenting his
“party’s” solutions and resolve for what needs to be done, changed or  amended
to keep our  nation strong. 

One Republican, one Democrat, both with a set of good ideas and plans to make
this country great. Both claim to have the solutions to the problems we face now
and in the future. 

In order to stop this political bickering and backstabbing we need to reform our
electoral process. The solution as I see it is after the election one will win and
one will lose. The one who wins gets to be President and the one that looses gets
to be Vice President. This makes both parties responsible for their own agendas’
success or failure. Why should we allow them to waste so much time and
taxpayers money beating each other over the head for four years at the expense
of the American people when both sides claim to have the answer to the problems
at hand. It makes both side’s partners rather than political saboteurs. Imagine
programs designed to benefit the American people actually being implemented and
working. Remember “United we stand, divided we fall”. 

We’re falling now, we’re loosing our solidarity as a nation over “politically
correct” and a lack of respect among our leaders. The media is as much to blame
for the separation as the candidates themselves.  I’m not suggesting that we all
agree or that government agrees on everything. On the contrary, I believe
disagreement is healthy it brings new ideas and creative thinking. It’s how this
country was born.

Nobody has all the answers in the world we live in but if we hold our political
leaders on both sides responsible and accountable for the good of all Americans
and our nation, we will once again become united.  

God bless the United States of America.

Strongbow

 "Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't 
pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, 
and handed on to them to do the same or one day we will spend our sunset years 
telling our children what it was once like in the United States when we were 
free." -- Ronald Reagan



19 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007



20 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007



21 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007



22 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007



23 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007

HOW TO HANDLE 

THE STATERS AND THE LOCALS...  USA
Citizen's Rights Against Search & Arrest

Statement of Constitutional Rights:

"Officer, I mean no disrespect, but I understand my
rights... 

I have the right to have an attorney present during
questioning. 

I have the right, to refuse to consent to any
search of my body and personal effects. 

I wish to exercise all my rights. 

If I am under arrest I wish to invoke and exercise my
Miranda rights and be allowed the opportunity to
obtain the advice of my attorney. 

If I am to be taken into custody, I request a
reasonable opportunity to make arrangements to

secure my own property. 

I do not consent to any impoundment of my property. 

If I am not under arrest, I want to leave. If I am free to leave, please tell me
immediately so that I may go about my business." BIKERS: 

If the Staters or the Locals stop you on the road alone or in a group, make sure
you have the above statement written down so you can "whip it out" and recite it to
them. 

Submitted by: Slo Motion 
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This is an accurate e-mail checked at snopes
http://www.snopes.com/politics/soapbox/shoebomb.asp

Sentence of Reid

Remember the guy who got on a plane with a bomb built into his shoe and tried to
light it?

Did you know his trial is over? 
Did you know he was sentenced?
Did you see/hear any of the judge's comments on TV or Radio?

Didn't think so.

Everyone should hear what the judge had to say.

Ruling by Judge William Young, US District Court.

Prior to sentencing, the Judge asked the defendant if he had anything to say. His
resp onse: After admitting his guilt to the court for the record, Reid also
admitted his "allegiance to Osama bin Laden, to Islam, and to the religion of Allah,"
defiantly stating, "I think I will not apologize for my actions," and told the court "I
am at war with your country."

Judge Young then delivered the statement quoted below:

January 30, 2003, United States vs. Reid. Judge Young:

"Mr. Richard C. Reid, hearken now to the sentence the Court imposes upon you.

On counts 1, 5 and 6 the Court sentences you to life in prison in the custody of
the United States Attorney General. On counts 2, 3, 4 and 7, the Court
sentences you to 20 years in prison on each count, the sentence on each count
to run consecutively. (That's 80 years.)

On count 8 the Court sentences you to the mandatory 30 years a gain, to be
served consecutively to the 80 years just imposed. The Court imposes upon you
for each of the eight counts a fine of $250,000 that's an aggregate fine of $2
million. The Court accepts the government's recommendation with respect to
restitution and orders restitution in the amount of $298.17 to Andre Bousquet
and $5,784 to American Airlines.
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The Court imposes upon you an $800 special assessment. The Court imposes upon
you five years supervised release simply because the law requires it. But the life
sentences are real life sentences so I need go no further.

This is the sentence that is provided for by our statutes. It is a fair and just
sentence. It is a righteous sentence.

Now, let me explain this to you. We are not afraid of you or any of your terrorist
co-conspirators, Mr. Reid. We are Americans. We have been through the fire
before. There is too much war talk here and I say that to everyone with the
utmost respect. Here in this court, we deal with individuals as individuals and care
for individuals as individuals. As human beings, we reach out for justice.

You are not an enemy combatant. You are a terrorist. You are not a soldier in any
war. You are a terrorist. To give you that reference, to call you a soldier, gives
you far too much stature. Whether the officers of government do it or your
attorney does it, or if you think you are a soldier. You are not ----- you are a
terrorist. And we do not negotiate with terrorists. We do not meet with
terrorists. We do not sign documents with terrorists. We hunt them down one by
one and bring them to justice.

So war talk is way out of line in this court. You are a big fellow. But you are not
that big. You're no warrior. I've known warriors. You are a terrorist. A species of
criminal that is guilty of multiple attempted murders. In a very real sense, State
Trooper Santiago had it right when you first wer e taken off that plane and into
custody and you wondered where the press and the TV crews were, and he said:
"You're no big deal."

You are no big deal.

What your able counsel and what the equally able United States attorneys have
grappled with and what I have as honestly as I know how tried to grapple with, is
why you did something so horrific . What was it that led you here to this
courtroom today?

I have listened respectfully to what you have to say. And I ask you to search your
heart and ask yourself what sort of unfathomable hate led you to do what you
are guilty and admit you are guilty of doing? And, I have an answer for you. It may
not satisfy you, but as I search this entire record, it comes as close to
understanding as I know.
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It seems to me you hate the one thing that to us is most precious. You hate our
freedom. Our individual freedom. Our individual freedom to live as we choose, to
come and go as we choose, to believe or not believe as we individually choose.
Here, in this society, the very wind carries freedom. It carries it everywhere from
sea to shining sea. It is because we prize individual freedom so much that you are 

here in this beautiful courtroom. So that everyone can see, truly see, that
justice is administered fairly, individually, and discretely. It is for freedom's sake
that your lawyers are striving so vigorously on your behalf, have filed appeals,
will go on in their representation of you before other judges.

We Americans are all about freedom. Because we all know that the way we treat
you, Mr. Reid, is the measure of our own liberties. Make no mistake though. It is
yet true that we will bare any burden; pa y any price, to preserve our freedoms.
Look around this courtroom. Mark it well. The world is not going to long
remember what you or I say here. The day after tomorrow, it will be forgotten,
but this, however, will long endure.

Here in this courtroom and courtrooms all across America , the American people
will gather to see that justice, individual justice, justice, not war, individual
justice is in fact being done. The very President of the United States through his
officers will have to come into courtrooms and lay out evidence on which specific
matters can be judged and juries of citizens will gather to sit and judge that
evidence democratically, to mold and shape and refine our sense of justice.

See that flag, Mr. Reid? That's the flag of the United States of America . That flag
will fly there long after this is all forgotten. That flag stands for freedom. And
it always will.

Mr. Custody Officer. Stand him down.

So, how much of this Judge's comments did we hear on our TV sets? We need more
judges like Judge Young, but that's another subject. Pass this around. Everyone
should and needs to hear what this fine judge had to say. Powerful words that
strike home. God bless America

Submitted by: Shadow ABATE SE
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Three Trees

Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their
hopes and dreams when the first tree said, "Someday I hope to be a treasure
chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated
with intricate carving and everyone would see the beauty."

Then the second tree said, "Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take Kings and
queens across the waters and sail to  the corners of the world.  Everyone will
feel safe in me because of the strength of my hull."

Finally the third tree said, "I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest tree
in the forest. People will see me on top of the hill and look up to my branches,
and think of the heavens and God and how close to them I am reaching. I will be
the greatest tree of all time and people will always remember me."

After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of
woodsmen came upon the trees. When one came to the first tree he said, "This
looks like a strong tree. I think I should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter,
"and he began cutting it down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the
carpenter would make him into a treasure chest.

At the second tree the woodsman said, "This looks like a strong tree. I should be
able to sell it to the shipyard." The second tree was happy because he knew he
was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.

When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened, because
he knew that if they cut him down his dreams would not come true. One of the
woodsmen said, "I don't need anything special from my tree,  I'll take this one," and
he cut it down.

When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for
animals. He was then placed in a barn and filled with hay. This was not at all what
he had prayed for.

The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His dreams of being a
mighty ship and carrying kings had come to an end.
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The third tree was cut into large pieces, and left alone in the dark.

The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams.

Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave birth and they placed
the baby in the hay in the feed box that was made from the first tree. The man
wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but this manger would have
to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event and knew that it had held
the Greatest Treasure of all time.

Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second Tree.
One of them was tired and went to sleep. While they were out on the water, a
great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep the men
safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and He stood and said "Peace" and the storm
stopped. At this time, the treeknew that it had carried the King of Kings in its
boat.

Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets
as the people mocked the man who was carrying it. When they came to a stop, the
man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill.

When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at
the top of the hill and be as close to God as was possible, because Jesus had
been crucified on it.

The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way,
always know that God has a plan for you. If you place your trust in Him, God will
give you great gifts.

Each of the trees got what they wanted, just not in the way they had imagined.

We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His ways are
not our ways, but His ways are always best.

Please keep this moving... Pass it on, so God may inspire more people on the way.

May your day be blessed. And until we meet again, may God cradle you in the palm
of His hand.

Submitted by: Pipes - American Legion Riders Post 268
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

UNITY IN THE COMMUNITY “Speeding Into The Future” was the theme for this year’s
NCOM Convention, held in Charlotte, North Carolina, over Mother’s Day weekend,
May 10-13, 2007 at the University Hilton. Another near-record crowd attended
the National Coalition of Motorcyclists’ 22nd Annual Convention, converging from
virtually every state and representing most Motorcyclists’ Rights Organizations
and Confederations of Clubs across the country.

Hosted by the Concerned Bikers Association/ABATE of North Carolina and the
Confederation of Clubs of North Carolina, this annual conference draws
prominent leaders in the bikers’ rights movement to a different location each year
to discuss topics of concern to all riders. Meetings, seminars and group
discussions focus on safety issues, legal rights, legislative efforts and litigation
techniques to benefit our right to ride.

This year’s agenda was packed with informative and thought provoking meetings
such as the NCOM Board of Directors Meeting, NCOM Legislative Task Force
Meeting, A.I.M. Attorney Conference, A.I.M. Chiefs of Staff Meeting, Christian
Unity Conference, Clean and Sober Roundtable, Women In Motorcycling, SMRO
President’s Meeting, Minority Outreach, and the ever popular and always inspiring
Confederations of Clubs General Patch Holder Meeting.

Seminars and workshops included “Government Grants – How To Write & Obtain”,
“EPA Effects On Shops & Riders”, “Freedom of the Road & Use of the Courts”,
“Loud Pipes”, “Fourth Amendment – And Other Rights Under The Constitution”,
“National Transportation Safety Board”, “5 Steps To Freedom”, and “NAFTA
Superhighway”.

Keith Ball, former editor of Easyriders magazine and founder of Bikernet.com,
was entertaining and informative with his historical perspective on the roots of
the bikers rights movement as the featured dinner speaker during the Silver
Spoke Awards Banquet on Saturday evening.
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Silver Spoke Award recipients honored during the banquet were: MEDIA: Brian &
Toni Shearon of Thunder Roads Magazine; GOVERNMENT: Tommy Thompson, former
Secretary of Health & Human Services/former Governor of Wisconsin and
Presidential hopeful; LEGAL: Mitch Proner, A.I.M. Attorney for New York &
Connecticut; MERITORIOUS: Bill “Snap” Lines of the Patriot Guard Riders; and
SPECIAL RECOGNITION: Barbara Alvar of ABATE of New Mexico; Carmaletta Lara of
ABATE of Oklahoma; and Patti Nasrallah of ABATE of Florida.

Receiving the Ron Roloff Lifetime Achievement Award was Rick Nail, past President
of CBA/ABATE of NC and former member of the NCOM Board of Directors.

The National Coalition of Motorcyclists was happy to welcome the following as
new NCOM Member Groups: nnThe Patriot Guard Riders, ABATE of the Garden
State (NJ), BikePAC of Idaho, Freemasons Riding Club – National, Sovereign Riders
MC, American Cruisers MC Chapters #56, #150, and #55, and the Southern
California Biker Alliance.

The 2007 Convention was dedicated to the memory of Karen Bolin of the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation, KC Mallady of ABATE of Florida, Marty Shultz of
ABATE of Maryland and “Tank” of His Laboring Few Motorcycle Ministry.

Next year’s NCOM Convention will be held May 8-11, 2008 in Houston, Texas at
the Sheraton North at the George Bush Intercontinental Airport. Call NCOM for
further details at (800) 525-5355 or visit www.On-A-Bike.com.

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION LABELS MOTORCYCLE DEATHS “EPIDEMIC” The World
Health Organization (WHO) recently expressed alarm over the growing number of
accidents involving young people on motorcycles in Asia, warning that the
situation has become a public health epidemic.

The WHO noted that young motorcyclists make up a significant percentage of
injuries and fatalities among road users in many Asian countries, such as Cambodia
and Malaysia. "Factors such as speed, no helmets, risk-taking behavior and drunk-
driving contribute to the rising trend," according to the WHO regional office,
which is based in Manila, Philippines.

It suggested "simple measures" that could be taken to help make roads safer as
the WHO marked observance of the first United Nations Global Road Safety Week,
April 23-29. These measures include setting and enforcing appropriate speed and 
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blood alcohol limits, as well as introducing and enforcing mandatory seat belt,
helmet and child restraint laws.

SAFETY CHIEF SAYS HELMETS & RIDER TRAINING SHOULD BE PROVIDED It's time to
make helmets and training standard equipment for motorcyclists, U.S. Secretary
of Transportation Mary E. Peters said during remarks to the Motorcycle Industry
Council in Indianapolis on February 19th. Peters called on motorcycle
manufacturers to provide free or heavily discounted DOT-certified helmets or
rider safety training with the purchase of every new motorcycle sold in the
United States.

"Helmets and proper training are just as important as brakes or headlights when it
comes to the well-being of motorcyclists," Secretary Peters said. "We shouldn't
be letting any customer take a bike out of the store without a helmet as part of
the package. Safety shouldn't have to be an option when purchasing a
motorcycle."

Secretary Peters also said the Department of Transportation was "attacking" the
challenge of motorcycle safety on several fronts. Last September, the
Department awarded over $6 million in safety grants to states to support
motorcycle safety. In addition, the Federal Highway Administration has established
a Motorcycle Advisory Council to focus on making roads safer for motorcyclists
and will continue work begun by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
on a Motorcycle Crash Causation Study to identify why motorcycle crashes occur
and find ways to reduce the fatality and injury rates.

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY STUDY BEING CONDUCTED The Motorcycle Safety Foundation
has launched a milestone 3-year study to determine the effectiveness of periodic
involvement in a series of motorcycle rider education and training courses.

"The Longitudinal Study to Improve Crash Avoidance Skills" will study the crash-
avoidance skills of motorcyclists who have taken a series of rider training
courses, beginning with the MSF Basic RiderCourse, which is the learn-to-ride
course, and graduates will be offered, via random sampling, three additional
training opportunities at periodic intervals throughout the study.

"The MSF's rider education and training system used in this study is built upon the
principle of safety training renewal," said Dean Thompson, MSF director of
communications. "We believe a rider's decision-making and crash-avoidance skills can
benefit from being refreshed over time. It is important for riders to regularly 



37 ISSUE 2007-6  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2007

Continued

refresh their knowledge, skills and risk management strategies. We're strong
advocates of lifelong learning."

Rider knowledge, skills, attitudes and experiences will be evaluated and measured
over time. The University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center will
provide an independent evaluation of research that will for the first time take a
comprehensive, field-based look at the benefits of ongoing participation in a rider
education and training system, and its subsequent effect on crash avoidance skills
and real-world outcomes.

MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS -- COMING TO A STREET NEAR YOU Several cities in
Massachusetts are working to keep motorcycle drivers safe on the roads in their
communities.

Last year, the Massachusetts Motorcycle Association (MMA) requested a grant
from the Auto Insurer’s Bureau to help fund the erection of motorcycle
awareness signs, and Plymouth Rock Assurance Corporation awarded a $15,000
grant to the MMA to purchase and install 500 2-by-8-foot signs, which read
“Check twice - Save a life, MOTORCYCLES ARE EVERYWHERE!!!!!”

Representatives of MMA are seeking permission to install at least one sign per
community. Over a hundred communities are participating.

According to Wendell Davis, MMA District II Coordinator, Massachusetts is on the
cutting edge of motorcycle safety programs. “This sign will help not just
motorcyclists, but pedestrians, bicyclists, etc., by making people more aware
overall,” he said.

Davis added that Massachusetts is unique in promoting such an active awareness
program and that “Massachusetts is one of the few states where (motorcycle)
registrations have gone up and deaths have gone down.”

SAUDIS BAN BIKES Earlier this year, Saudi Arabian officials increased security in
the holy cities of Makkah and Madinah for the annual Hajj by banning
motorcycles. In an article titled “Reckless Bikers Risk Losing Rides”, the Orlando
Sentinel reported that Saudi officials impounded 350 motorbikes during
heightened security operations, telling Arabnews.com that the motorcycle ban
was a response to problems related to hit-and-run accidents as well as thefts
where criminals used motorcycles to navigate crowds and escape quickly.
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Motorcycles have also been banned because riders in past years have used them
as unsafe, unlicensed, one-passenger taxis. Transportation services are in high
demand during the Hajj, causing a problem with taxis and buses. Noise and
pollution caused by motorcycles and scooters was also cited as a concern.

AFRICAN COUNTRY BANS WOMEN FROM BIKES The Nigerian state of Kano has banned
women from riding commercial motorcycles, according to the official News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN), which warned that women who ride risk being arrested.

"The sharia police, otherwise known as Hisbah committee, have concluded
arrangements to commence enforcement of some aspects of the state's sharia law
as passed by the state House of Assembly," the NAN said. The law bans women from
riding commercial motorcycles, commonly known as Okada in Nigeria, and also bars
Muslim Okada operators from carrying women on their motorcycles.

Other aspects of the sharia law that would be implemented include the ban on
alcohol consumption, hard drugs and prostitution, the commander said. Kano, one
of 12 states in Nigeria's predominantly Muslim north that adopted the strict
Islamic law in 2000, is the first to introduce segregated public transport.

INDIA MAKES HELMETS COMPULSORY IN CITIES Wearing helmets is now mandatory
within the city limits of six city corporation areas in the state of Bangalore, India,
though one large city was exempted from the rule in view of the high daytime
temperatures there.

Passengers, or so-called pillion riders, are also exempted from the helmet
requirement.

The Karnataka High Court issued a directive to the Government in 2003 to make
the wearing of helmets mandatory for two-wheeler riders, and wearing of helmets
by two-wheeler riders is now mandatory under the Motor Vehicles Act of the
Centre.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD: WOMAN CRASHES WHILE TEACHING DOG TO DRIVE A woman in
Hohhot, the capital of north China's Inner Mongolia region, crashed her car while
giving her dog a driving lesson, the official Xinhua News Agency announced.

The woman, identified only be her surname, Li, said her dog "was fond of crouching
on the steering wheel and often watched her drive," according to Xinhua. "She
thought she would let the dog 'have a try' while she operated the accelerator 
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and brake," the report said. "They did not make it far before crashing into an
oncoming car."

No injuries were reported although both vehicles were slightly damaged.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but the
following explanation may help put that figure in perspective: 

A billion seconds ago it was 1975, and the Vietnam War was grinding down.

A billion minutes ago was nearly 2,000 years, during the time of Christ.

A billion hours ago was over 112 thousand years, and our ancestors were still
living in the Stone Age.

A billion days ago it was 2.7 million BC, and hominids were learning to walk
upright.

A billion years ago earth’s ecosystem became fully formed, and the first multi-
cellular organisms appeared.

A billion dollars ago was only 3 hours and 53 minutes, at the rate Washington
spends it.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "There is no slavery but ignorance. Liberty is the child of
intelligence."

Robert G. Ingersoll, US Lawyer & Orator (1833 - 1899)

And that's all the News that fits!



Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

SEE FRONT COVER FOR
LOCATION 

11:30 AM Saturday 
June 16, 2007

REGULAR MEETING PLACE:

VFW POST 5335
500 N.E. 21st AVENUE

Boynton Beach, FL 33435
561-737-4102

Directions: Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to the
R.R. tracks and turn right, before crossing the
tracks. From U.S.1 turn west on Gateway and
turn left immediately after crossing the tracks.

GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073


