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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

Motorcyclist hits utility pole on Federal Highway, dies

A 26-year-old man died in a traffic crash about 7:45 p.m. Wednesday in the 1400
block of North Federal Highway during his first ride on his new motorcycle,
police said.

Anthony Thompson was killed when he lost control of the bike and hit a utility
pole, police said. 

He bought his black Yamaha YZF-R1 motorcycle Tuesday and picked it up at
Motorsports of Delray in the 1900 block of North Federal Highway in Delray
Beach about a half-hour before the crash, police said.

Thompson, who was driving the speed limit and wearing a helmet, apparently tried
to drive around traffic, then hit a curb and added gas to correct himself, veering
into the pole, police said.

Motorcyclist killed in crash with car in West Boca

WEST BOCA -- A 20-year-old man from west of Boca Raton riding a motorcycle was
killed in a crash about 7:45 p.m. Monday on Lyons Road north of Glades Road
west of Boca Raton, the Sheriff's Office said.

James Adams, who was wearing a helmet, was southbound on Lyons Road
approaching the intersection of South Charleston Road when Halvor Roberts,
71, who also lives west of Boca Raton, turned his 2005 Jeep in the path of the
1999 Yamaha.

Adams was ejected, landed on the street and pronounced dead at the scene,
investigators said. Roberts was not injured. Charges are pending the outcome of
the investigation, PBSO said. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

What do these two tragic accidents have in common? One of the most obvious is
that they both were wearing a helmet and it didn’t save their lives. If in fact these
riders were going the speed limit, they were traveling at 45 m.p.h.,  the helmet
didn’t save their lives. Both were riding Yamaha Sport Bikes. The first rider was
passing on the right, which in my opinion is in itself a dangerous maneuver.
Obviously a lack of education on safety.  Having just purchased the bike a half
hour before the wreck the rider obviously wasn’t familiar with its
characteristics. The power to weight ratio on sport bikes is completely out of
balance. The acceleration rate on a sport bike is incredibly quick and in most
cases for an inexperienced rider it’s overwhelming. The second involved a car
turning left in front of the motorcycle. These articles contain some key issues
that we (ABATE) have been battling for years. 

There is a law against turning left in front of another vehicle, recently ABATE of
Florida has succeeded in having this law amended to have stiffer penalties for
motorists turning left in front of another vehicle. Until July of last year the
only penalty a cager would get for this mindless act is a $50 fine or the
equivalent there of in community service time. Usually they were never even
prosecuted. To the best of my knowledge they’re still not being prosecuted
pending some ridiculous investigation. “Investigate this”!

If you have ever seen a commercial for Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda or any of the other
high performance motorcycle manufacturers you see a rider in full face helmet
and what is considered safety gear screaming down the road at speeds obviously
over the limit. It’s the same kind of irresponsible marketing done with the car
commercials. They show red line tachometers as the driver slams through the
gears, wide open in city traffic or down winding 2 lane rural roads. But they
never show the speedometer. Of course in our world today where everybody is
trying to beat the clock, the high performance car or bike has become a deadly
obsession. 

The mentality, or lack there of a younger generation is to win at all cost, and
have grown up believing that they have to constantly compete against everyone. If
someone does something extreme, outrageous or just plain stupid, they have todp 
something more extreme or outrageous and stupid to win the competition. That
mentality combined with the capabilities of sport bikes is a formula for disaster.
We’ve all seen it, wheelie competitions on the highways and the insane street
races in city, weaving in and out of traffic at speeds well over the posted limit 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

with no regard for traffic laws or even rational thinking. There’s an ancient
Japanese saying “there’s no cure for stupidity”. 

Well, here we are again, realizing that there is no cure we must now try to find a
way to impose even more restrictions without imposing on another person’s
freedom of choice. As with the cell phone issue it has been ignored for so long
that the only way to rectify the problem is through legislation. Since there is no
cure for stupid it becomes evident that someone has to be held accountable and
responsible for this carnage. This time, I think the responsibility should fall
squarely on the shoulders of federal government and laws regarding import of
sport bikes  capable of speeds in excess of 150 mph for street use. 

Currently, anyone wanting to buy a bike with that capability can walk into the show
room and ride out on what is essentially a race bike. These hideous looking
marvels of engineering can’t possibly be comfortable with the rider in what has
been called the “gay position”. There’s a reason for that, the bike was not
designed for comfort it was designed for speed. It keeps the rider close to the
center of gravity by placing them in a prone position basically floating on air at
high speeds. The idea is to reduce drag at high speeds. As one sport bike rider
told me “the bike is only comfortable when you’re over 120 mph”. Ok, if that’s
not bad enough they put a passenger on the back to completely throw the whole
geometry of the bike out of balance. They weren’t intended to be two passenger
bikes. 

Recently there has been talk about the federal government being interested in
adopting safety regulations being employed in Europe through the United Nations.
Kevlar suits and helmets even air bag suits. The problem with adopting those
regulations is that there are also some regulations on the size bike you will be
able to ride until you graduate through the courses from a 250 cc to a maximum
of 1,000 cc. If these regulations are adopted it could mean that anyone wanting
to buy a motorcycle will have to start out on a 250 class bike regardless of
how long you’ve been riding and most of us wont be able to ride our own bikes
even after completing all the courses because of the 1,000 cc limit. 

That in conjunction to the proposed Bill already on the table in Tallahassee to
reclassify motorcycles as motor vehicles for insurance purposes should pretty
much put an end to our lifestyle with little hope of ever regaining our right to
freedom of choice from the kind of bike we choose to ride to how much we will
pay in insurance in order to ride at all. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

Fortunately, and thanks to the efforts of Doc Reichenbach state president of
ABATE of Florida, Inc. and Lobbyist, has played a major role in having this Bill
Temporarily Postponed. That doesn’t mean it’s gone, it will undoubtedly raise it
ugly head again, maybe as a rider on another Bill. 

Currently the Insurance companies are still trying to recover money they were
told they lost by their “marketing guru’s” by trying to pass a Bill, requiring all
motorcyclist riding without a helmet to purchase $50,000 in personal injury
insurance to do so. We beat it down once and now we need your support to do it
again.

We are calling for your support to help us keep a vigilant eye on the issues that
affect all motorcyclists. Join us by becoming a member or make a donation to the
cause. (Donations are not tax deductible, do it because you want to).

Support your local ABATE Chapter.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of

Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not

require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or
any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW

One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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1/4 PAGE
1 - Month  - $ 21.20
3 - Months - $ 42.40
6 - Months - $ 77.38
One Year    - $139.28
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3 - Months - $65.72
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1 - Month $ 1 0 . 6 0
3 - Months $ 2 2 . 2 6
6 - Months $ 4 1 . 3 4
One Year $ 7 4 . 4 1

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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FEBRUARY

Michael Smith
Stuart Brysen
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
Paul "Waldo" Corcoran
Leo C Filip
Natasha "Tash" Bianco
Bonnie "Bebe" Bloom

MAY

Jim “Free Spirit” Shine
Thomas “Ramblin Man” Botticelli
John “Shorty” Durante
Bill “Wizard” Dorn

MARCH

Donald "Doni Sho" Shoquist
Diane Sykes
Bob   Sykes
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt 
Sandy   Merritt

APRIL

Scott F.  "9 Yards" Tomasko
Robert "Bobby" Miller
Denis "FAH Q" Wilson
Lenny "Leo" Nicola
Bradley "Polinator" Bradsetter
Mark "Lurch" Olsen

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

JUNE

Athena “The Vagabon Chickie” Ransom
Bill “Boca Bill” Welch
Ray Edwards
Sara Edwards
Chuck “Mailman” Ennis
James McGill
Kelly “Boots” Cassel Heller
Charles “Freeze” Housman

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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 Vice President’s Message

As your Chapter President and Vice President,
Strongbow and I are often invited to motorcycle
clubs or other association meetings or events to
participate and often speak.  Because of my new
work schedule, Strongbow attends more than I, but

we generally discuss the events that transpired.  This month I was
fortunate to have had the time off to attend a meeting at the Broward
County clubhouse for the STATES MC.  Strongbow and I were joined
by Al “Big Wheel” Loper “Vice President ABATE Southeast Chapter”
and Jim “Jimbo” Sherrow, their Sergeant at Arms.  

Strongbow and I spoke about what ABATE is and what ABATE is
currently doing for the interests of all motorcycle riders in Florida. 
They were very interested and we expect that many of the Palm Beach
County residents as members.  As it was told to me, STATES MC is the
oldest MC in the State of Florida.  I’ve known some of these men for a
while now, Strongbow knows many of them even longer and I am sure
he will agree that just by hanging with them for a short while you can
easily see the brotherhood they exude.  They are a great example of
how important it is to reach out to the motorcycle clubs in the area
and attempt to get their support and involvement because we get
stronger and better by our association with them.  The best way to get
the attention of the MC’s is actually very easy;  we have to be more
visible in our Biker Community by attending Club sponsored events.  

On April 22nd, we rode together to the 3rd Anniversary Party at the
Latin American Motorcycle Association West Palm Beach Chapter.
WHAT A GREAT PARTY!!!  I was very proud to receive recognition from
LAMA West Palm Beach Chapter for Palm Beach County ABATE in
recognition of our support of their Association, but Strongbow and I
took special pleasure in accepting the Certification of Appreciation 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d

for The Most Members at the event.  We rode in with approximately 30
bikes and were joined by our ABATE Brothers and Sisters in LAMA, the
Legion Riders, Widows Sons MC and ABATE Southeast Chapter.  What a
great feeling it was to share a day of celebration with so many
Brothers and Sisters of like interests and concerns.  We were able to
discuss many of the topics ABATE is currently involved with, but of
equal value was the time spent bonding with so many great people.  

I must beg your indulgence on closing my message this month with a
personal note regarding a great brother.  I ask all of you to join me
in wishing all the very best to our brother and chaplain, Rocky who is
about to share his life in marriage with a great lady.  God Bless You
Both Brother!    

God Bless, Ride Safe and Ride Free.
 

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, Vice President
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MEMORIAL DAY HAPPENINGS 
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From: Tumbleweed
Chaplain, ABATE P.B.C.

                                      

 Brothers and Sister of Palm Beach Abate

As I spoke at the last meeting of “Losing your Joy” I thought it would be a good
time for me to expound on this. Satan loves to steal your joy. But what is Joy?
Joy is happiness, cheer. When you have Joy in your heart. Satan gets upset.

The Bible speaks a lot about Joy, about one hundred and sixty four times. But you
must remember that Satan is a thief and he will attempt to steal the Joy from you.
In Ephesians 6:11, it says “Put on all of Gods armor so that you will be able to
stand safe against all strategies and tricks of Satan. (TLB)

Does Satan try to steal my joy? You bet he does. Not only will he try to steal my
joy, But he will also try to kill me, like on my trip to Tallahassee when I almost
got flatten by a semi truck. No one knew how much I praised the Lord that day for
the Angel that push me out of harms way. Just remember Satan is a murder, a
thief, and a liar. He walks around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour
(1st Peter 5:8).

 If you don’t know Jesus or if you do and need to know more about the armor of
God contact or stop me at the next meeting. 

Until then may God Bless.

“Tumbleweed”
Cell phone 954 610 1483
jvmclemore@yahoo.com
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Tallahassee 2007
There were only four of us: Tumbleweed, Butch,

Lady Di and myself.  We started off with breakfast in Lake
Worth on April 14th 2007—a nice day for riding.  In
Tallahassee there were forecasts of tornadoes and violent weather for later
on that day.   Lady Di took hold of the whip and was the road captain.  She
did a good job of keeping the troops in line and on schedule.  Thanks to her
we were able to beat the bad weather and make it to our hotel by 4 pm,
where we kicked back with a cold brew in our hands.  

Later that evening there was warning of a hailstorm headed our way. 
Together with the Hillsborough chapter we were able to make a ramp to pull our bikes up
under the covering.  Thankfully, whatever weather did come through during the night, did
not affect us at all. 

Sunday morning with the chilly weather, we were all
in search of any type of warm clothing we could get our
hands on.  With a trip to the local dollar shop we were able to
find gloves, ski masks, and Butch improvised a T-shirt to
wrap around his head.  After the informative state meeting,
we meet up with Ed (Gunner), to see his campground

accommodations—his car.  Ed drove up in his car and trailered his
motorcycle for the ride on Monday.  

Monday morning we awoke to a crisp, sunny  and cold 42 degrees.  We lined up for a
9:00am departure.  Riding down Apalachee Parkway is a thrilling ride that everyone should
experience.  After the ceremony we visited the various state representatives, then we headed
back to the warm South Florida weather. It was an enjoyable weekend but everyone looked
forward to going home.

Submitted by: 

Pete Calvagno - ABATE Palm Beach Chapter 



21 ISSUE 2007-5  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM MAY, 2007

Disorder In The Court Part 2

Those of you who have worked with attorney’s will find this very easy to understand.
Others will find it easier.

ATTORNEY: So the date of
conception (of the baby)
was August 8th?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: And what were
you doing at that time?
WITNESS: Uh... 
 

ATTORNEY: She had three
children, right?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: How many were
boys?
WITNESS: None.
ATTORNEY: Were there any
girls?
 
ATTORNEY: How was your
first marriage terminated?
WITNESS: By death.
ATTORNEY: And by whose
death was it terminated?

ATTORNEY: Can you describe
the individual?
WITNESS: He was about
medium height and had a
beard.
ATTORNEY: Was this a male
or a female?

 
ATTORNEY: Is your
appearance here this
morning pursuant to a
deposition notice which I
sent to your attorney?

WITNESS: No, this is how I
dress when I go to work.

ATTORNEY: Doctor, how
many of your autopsies have
you performed on dead
people?
WITNESS: All my autopsies
are performed on dead
people.
 

ATTORNEY: ALL your
responses MUST be oral,
OK? What school did you go
to?
WITNESS: Oral.

ATTORNEY: Do you recall
the time that you examined
the body?
WITNESS: The autopsy
started around 8:30 p.m.
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton
was dead at the time?
WITNESS: No, he was sitting
on the table wondering why
I was doing an autopsy on
him!

ATTORNEY: Are you qualified
to give a urine sample?
WITNESS: Huh?

ATTORNEY: Doctor, before
you performed the autopsy,
did you check for a pulse? 

WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check
for blood pressure?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check
for breathing?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: So, then it is
possible that the patient
was alive when you began
the autopsy?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: How can you be
so sure, Doctor?
WITNESS: Because his brain
was sitting on my desk in a
jar.
ATTORNEY: But could the
patient have still been
alive, nevertheless?
WITNESS: Yes, it is possible
that he could have been
alive and practicing law. 

“I get paid for seeing that
my client gets every break
the law will allow. I have
knowingly defended some
guilty men. But the guilty
never escape unscathed. My
fees are sufficient
punishment for anyone”. F.
Lee Baily

“The ideal client is a very
wealthy man in very great
trouble” John Sterling
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Wounded Warrior Assistance Act Passes House

CHAIRMAN BOB FILNER
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
 335 Cannon HOB  
Washington, D.C. 20515  http://veterans.house.gov 
Contact: Kristal DeKleer (202) 225-9756

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 28, 2007

Bill Ensures Troops Experience the Seamless Transition
They Deserve  

Washington, D.C. -  On Wednesday, the House passed H.R.
1538, the Wounded Warriors Assistance Act of 2007.  This
legislation is a cooperative effort between the House Armed
Services Committee and the House Veterans' Affairs Committee
to address the problems facing wounded service members and
to improve their transition from the military to the
Department of Veterans Affairs.   

 "Our test as a Congress and as a nation is how we are going
to respond to the problems we have learned about in military
and veterans' health care," said Chairman of the House
Veterans' Affairs Committee, Bob Filner (D-CA).  "The Wounded
Warriors Assistance Act is a great first step towards
providing a 'seamless transition' between active duty and
veterans' status: one physical evaluation for both exit (from
active duty) and entrance (to VA system) and one system for
electronic health care records."  

 The Wounded Warrior Assistance Act provides the people,
training, and oversight mechanisms needed to ensure that our

wounded warriors feel secure that they will always receive committed quality care and that the
system will not fail them.  The legislation also sets the stage for much needed reform of
administrative processes that will restore member confidence in the integrity and efficiency of the
disability evaluation system and begin the process of achieving a truly seamless transition of
service members to the Department of Veterans Affairs programs.

 "The House Armed Services Committee has worked closely with the House Veterans' Affairs
Committee to develop this legislation, and I am grateful that this cooperation allowed us to bring
this bill before the House so quickly," said Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, Ike
Skelton (D-MO).  "House approval of the Wounded Warriors Assistance Act is an important first
step, but more work will need to be done.  In the days ahead, both of our committees will have the
opportunity to take a more comprehensive look at the challenges service members and their
families face during recovery."

The text of the legislation can be found at http://www.thomas.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01538: 
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THANK YOU AUSTRALIA...... H A P P Y 4 TH OF J U L Y !

This is an absolutely beautiful tribute to our United States of America.  Say
what you may ~ we still have the best country in the world. I thought this
to be worthy of passing on. And an Australian wrote it. Many people love
America - many people don't. But it is what it is and we are blessed (my
humble  opinion).

Written by an Australian Dentist....and too good to delete....

 To Kill an American 

You probably missed it in the rush of news last week, but there was
actually a report that someone in Pakistan had published in a newspaper an
offer of a reward to anyone who killed an American, any American.

So an Australian dentist wrote an editorial the following day to let
everyone know what an American is . So they would know when they found
one. (Good one, mate!!!!)

"An American is English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German, Spanish,Polish,
Russian or Greek. An American may also be Canadian, Mexican, African,
Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Australian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, or
Pakistani or Afghan.

An American may also be a Comanche, Cherokee, Osage, Blackfoot, Navaho,
Apache, Seminole or one of the many other tribes known as native
Americans.

An American is Christian, or he could be Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim. In
fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan. The only
difference is that in America they are free to worship as each of them
chooses.

An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that he will answer
only to God, not to the government, or to armed thugs claiming to speak
for the government and for God. 

An American lives in the most prosperous land in the history of the world.
The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of 
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Independence, which recognizes the God given right of each person to the
 pursuit of happiness.

An American is generous. Americans have helped out just about every other
nation in the world in their time of need, never asking a thing in return.

When Afghanistan was over-run by the Soviet army 20 years ago, Americans
came with arms and supplies to enable the people to win back their country!

As of the morning of September 11, Americans had given more than any
other nation to the poor in Afghanistan. Americans welcome the best of
everything...the best products, the best books, the best music, the best
food, the best services. But they also welcome the least.

The national symbol of America, The Statue of Liberty , welcomes your tired
and your poor, the wretched refuse of your teeming shores, the homeless,
tempest tossed. These in fact are the people who built America.

Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of September
11, 2001 earning a better life for their families. It's been told that the
World Trade Center victims were from at least 30 different countries,
cultures, and first languages, including those that aided and abetted the
terrorists.

So you can try to kill an American if you must. Hitler did. So did General
Tojo, and Stalin, and Mao Tse-Tung, and other blood-thirsty tyrants in the
world. But, in doing so you would just be killing yourself. Because
Americans are not a particular people from a particular place. They are the
embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone who holds to that
spirit, everywhere, is an American.

Please keep this going! Pass this around the World;  Then pass it around
again. It says it all, for all of us
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Cell Phone Legislation 2007

26 March 2007

Honorable Members of the Florida State Legislature:

Proposed legislation--including bills SB620, SB1944 and
SB2372--is currently before you that is intended to stem the
rising tide of deaths and injuries attributable to the
inattentional blindness of motor vehicle operators distracted
to the point of impairment as a result of their engaging in
cell phone conversations while driving.  As you address this
issue, I ask that you please keep in mind that it is the
conversation--not the communications device--that creates the
dangerous distraction.  In other words, if your aim is to

mitigate inattentional blindness by restricting the use of cellular communications
devices while driving, you must restrict the use of ALL such devices, including
"hands-free" as well as "hand-held" technologies.

In a 21 January 2007 letter to Nicole R. Nason, Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration ("NHTSA")...

http://autosafety.org/uploads/phpwmd6vH_CellPhonePetitionFinal.pdf

 ...the Center for Auto Safety's Executive Director Clarence Ditlow noted the
following:

"Research has consistently shown that operating a motor vehicle while talking on
a cell phone--whether hand-held or hands-free--increases the risk of an accident
to three to four times the experience of attentive drivers.(6)  The general
consensus of the scientific community is that there is little, if any, difference in
crash rates involving hands-free versus hand-held cell phones. The two-way
conversation on a cellular phone, not the task of holding the phone, causes a
cognitive distraction. This distraction induces 'inattention blindness,' inhibiting
drivers' abilities to detect change in road conditions.

(7)"These conclusions are corroborated by numerous scientific studies, including
one by the University of Utah's David L. Strayer, Frank A. Drews, and Dennis J.
Crouch entitled "A Comparison of the Cell Phone Driver and the Drunk Driver"...
which concluded: "When drivers were conversing on either a handheld or hands-
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free cell phone, their braking reactions were delayed and they were involved in
more traffic accidents than when they were not conversing on a cell phone. By
contrast, when drivers were intoxicated from ethanol they exhibited a more
aggressive driving style, following closer to the vehicle immediately in front of
them and applying more force while braking.  Conclusion: When driving conditions
and time on task were controlled for, the impairments associated with using a cell
phone while driving can be as profound as those associated with driving while
drunk."

The facts are irrefutable:  In order for any ban on the use of cellular
communications technology while driving to achieve the desired effect of
mitigating inattentional blindness and reducing the resultant crashes, injuries and
deaths, the CALLS MUST BE RESTRICTED REGARDLESS OF THE TECHNOLOGY--e.g.,
HAND-HELD OR HANDS-FREE--USED TO ENABLE THEM.  Again citing Clarence Ditlow's
letter:

’The Center for Auto Safety therefore petitions NHTSA to initiate rulemaking to
prohibit the use of integrated cellular telephones and other interactive
communication and data transmission devices that can be used for personal
conversations and other interactive personal communication or messaging while a
vehicle is in motion. As a first step, the Center petitions NHTSA to issue a notice
of proposed rulemaking which would amend FMVVSS 102 to add a  new provision
reading:  'Any vehicle integrated personal communication systems including
cellular phones and text messaging systems shall be inoperative when the
transmission shift lever is in a forward or reverse drive position.'"
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The Mechanic - submitted by: Dan “Slo-Motion” Henderson

A mechanic was removing a cylinder-head from the motor of a Harley motorcycle
when he spotted a well-known cardiologist in his shop. The cardiologist was there
waiting for the service manager to come take a look at his bike when the mechanic
shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?"

The cardiologist, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working
on the motorcycle. The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and
asked, "So Doc, look at this engine. I open its heart, take the valves out, repair any
damage, and then put them back in, and when I finish, it works just like new. So how
come I make $39,675 a year and you get the really big bucks ($1,695,759) when
you and I are doing basically the same work?"

The cardiologist paused, smiled and leaned over, then whispered to the mechanic...

''Try doing it with the engine running." 
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Selective Reporting?

You may have noticed as I have that every accident reported involving a motorcycle by the
news media has made mention of whether or not the rider was wearing a helmet. They kind
of skipped it this time. Maybe because he was a police officer and wasn’t wearing a
helmet? Maybe he was wearing a helmet and it wouldn’t have mattered? I just found it kind
of curious. I am encouraged that at least they are now reporting the kind of bike that was
involved.

April 29, 2007

Florida

County deputy critically hurt 

en route to motorcycle festival

A Palm Beach County sheriff's deputy was critically injured during a car accident about
8:30 a.m. Saturday on Florida's Turnpike, the Florida Highway Patrol said. 

Sgt. David Bradford, 41, of the traffic unit, was traveling with four other off-duty
deputies about 20 miles south of St. Cloud, to a motorcycle festival when Monica Cook,
22, of Miami was being pulled over for going 104 mph in a 70 mph zone, FHP said. 

As Cook, who was traveling with a passenger, changed lanes in her 2007 BMW to pull
over, she struck Bradford, a 19-year veteran, on his 2001 Harley Davidson, FHP said. He
flipped several times and was thrown from his motorcycle, FHP said. He was taken to
Orlando Regional Medical Center and is in critical condition, according to FHP.

Cook was cited for speeding and unlawful lane change. 

One other thing that’s missing is the part where it is mentioned that the accident is
under investigation. Granted he had an excellent witness. In this report it doesn’t
mention that 
Ms. Cook is being charged for hitting the motorcycle. Probably because of Mr.
Bradford’s condition. Our prayers go out to him and his family.

Strongbow

Story submitted by; RIO
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish - March 2007
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

FEDERAL BILLS TO END HEALTHCARE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BIKERS  Bipartisan
companion bills were introduced on February 15th in both the U.S. House of
Representatives and U.S. Senate that would end health insurance discrimination against
motorcycle riders by preventing insurers from denying coverage to injured
motorcyclists and others participating in legal but so-called “risky activities”.

Both bills, introduced in the Senate as S. 616 by Senators Susan Collins (R) of Maine
and Russ Feingold (D) of Wisconsin, and in the House as H.R. 1076 by Congressmen
Michael C. Burgess (R) of Texas and Bart Stupak (D) of Michigan, would prohibit
employers from discriminating against participants in such legal activities as
motorcycling, ATV riding, skiing, snowmobiling or horseback riding, in the health
insurance coverage they provide for their employees.

In recent years, some insurance companies have refused to cover insured injured
while riding their motorcycles, and Motorcycle Rights Organizations worked hard
during the mid-90"s to convince Congress to include language in the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 to bar insurers from denying coverage to
injured riders, but a loophole in HIPAA allows insurers to continue the
discriminatory practice of denying specific benefits while otherwise providing health-
care coverage.

Help close this loophole and promote health-care coverage parity for motorcyclists
and others engaged in legal activities by contacting your Congressional
Representatives and urge them to support S. 616 in the Senate and H.R. 1078 in the
House.

COLORADO CONSIDERS KIDDIE HELMET LAW  While 30 states allow most adults the
freedom to choose whether or not to wear a helmet when they ride, only three of
those have no helmet law at all, neither for adults or children, and Colorado is one
of them (also Iowa and Illinois). At least for now”

Colorado hasn't had a helmet restriction since 1977, but HB 1117 introduced by
Rep. Dianne Primavera (D-Broomfield) to require helmets for riders under 18
recently passed through the House Transportation and Energy Committee, which 
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Pueblo West Representative Buffie McFadyen chairs. "There's no question that in
Colorado, groups like ABATE of Colorado don't want to see helmet laws," says Rep.
Buffie McFadyen (D-Pueblo West). "Many of the people who opposed the bill, opposed
it on the grounds of it being a slippery slope, that it was an infringement on the
rights of parents," says Rep. McFadyen. 

"This is putting the state between the parent and the child, saying 'We're in charge,"'
Rep. Kevin Lundberg, R-Berthoud, said in voting against the helmet law in the House.

Rep. Don Marostica, R-Loveland, also opposed the legislation, saying that helmets do
not offer that much protection. "This is a feel-good bill because the only difference
between a helmet and no helmet,” he said “is whether you have an open casket and a
closed casket."

But despite objections about government intrusion into private lives, the bill
prevailed February 8 by a vote of 8-5, split along party lines.

“HB 1117 “fixes” little-to-nothing; it is a solution in search of a problem,” said
ABATE of Colorado State Coordinator Terry Howard, who directs anyone from out of
state who wants to weigh in on this bill to e-mail them directly at
helmetbill@abateofcolo.org. “We will distribute your comments to our friendlys at
the capitol.”

ANTI-GANG LEGISLATION IN S.C. “ in the interest of promoting awareness of
Constitutional threats that exist out there, here's some info regarding the “Anti-Gang
Law” slated to pass soon in South Carolina, which can constitute an assault upon the
Bill of Rights and our personal Freedoms,” writes Tiger Mike Revere, State
Coordinator of ABATE of Oklahoma and a member of the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) Board of Directors, as well as Liaison to the Oklahoma
Confederation of Clubs. “It reminds me of the legislation passed not too long ago in
Ohio, and it's pretty scary!” 

S.141 -- The Criminal Gang Prevention Act -- has passed the South Carolina Senate and
is now in the House of Representatives, and will likely become law in South Carolina
this legislative session unless the public intervenes.

So how does S.141 define a gang”  In the interest of fighting terror, according to
the Anti-Gang bill a 'criminal gang' means a formal or informal ongoing organization,
association, or group that consists of five or more persons who form for the
purpose of committing criminal activity and who knowingly and actively participate in a
pattern of criminal gang activity.
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By virtue of the fact that the state can make its case as to whether or not five or
more persons formed a formal or informal ongoing organization, association, or
group for the purpose of committing criminal activity leaves the door open for many
grassroots organizations, civic groups, and social associations to be investigated by a
South Carolina grand jury under the suspicion of gang activity.  Just as the RICO Act
has reached beyond the original intent of going after the Mafia, so too does the
South Carolina Criminal Gang Act have the capacity and potential to eventually engulf
political dissension groups and even political parties.

The point is that the criminal gangs that the public thinks the SC lawmakers are
targeting are only a very small component to the Criminal Gang Prevention Act.

NO TACT, NO FACTS, BIKERS REACT  “Hmmmm, sure looks like HD is REAL supportive of
Motorcyclist Rights, eh”“ asks a rhetorical Hairy George, Legislative Director of
ABATE of Ohio, as he points out Harley-Davidson”s stated stance on helmets and
riding, taken directly from page 7 of their latest Spring HD MotorClothes
Catalogue:

"No Jacket. No Helmet. No Gloves. No Riding."

Similar in sentiment to the sign in restaurants and bars that says "No Shirt. No Shoes.
No Service."

“I strongly urge every motorcyclist rights activist who rides an H-D in every SMRO in
this country to contact Harley-Davidson and express how you feel at this outrageous
slap in the face to those of us who support "Freedom of Choice", concludes Hairy. 

ARKANSAS HELMET LAW SUPPORTER RECEIVES THREATS  Whether the following is true
or not, it just shows how counter-productive intimidating letters and phone calls can
be when you contact your legislator.

As the debate about wearing motorcycle helmets heated up, helmet law sponsor
Senator Kim Hendren reported getting threats. In an online blog, one person wrote,
"This guy needs to die and take his antiquated laws with him." Hendren says, “I think
that's unfortunate and that's not a way to solve the problem."

With the fight getting personal, Senator Hendren continued pushing for helmets in a
hearing, but this time there were capitol police just outside the room, and they were
assigned to attend any future hearings involving the helmet issue.

As those against the proposal spoke, one opponent said he's not sure where the
threat came from. Bike shop owner and ABATE of Arkansas spokesperson Rodney 
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Roberts said, “I know thousands and thousands of motorcyclists and I don't know a
motorcyclist that would send an e-mail like this.” Fortunately, the bill ran into the
same opposition that similar bills have faced since the state repealed its motorcycle
helmet law in 1997, and the legislation failed to pass out of committee.

But please remember, when contacting your local, state or federal lawmakers,
always be courteous and concise and never, ever make threatening or inflammatory
remarks!

“QUIET” HELMET TO SAVE HEARING LOSS TO RIDERS  As we segue from helmet hearings
to hearing and helmets, scientists are trying to design a helmet to stop motorcycle
riders from suffering hearing loss created by helmet noise. The hearing damage is
believed to be caused by the noise created as air flows over and through the riders”
helmets during a journey.

Research has shown that up to 40 per cent of professional motorcyclists such as
police and paramedics suffer significant hearing loss. Many other regular riders
could also be running the risk of damaging their hearing without realizing.

A team from the University of Bath and Bath Spa University will now set out to solve
the problem. Their new "quiet" helmet would reduce the amount of noise on the ear.
Scientists also believe that higher noise levels can reduce bikers” ability to
concentrate.

Dr. Michael Carley, who is leading the research program, said: "Our long-term goal
is to make motorcycling less damaging, by designing new helmets which make riding
less noisy."

DISTRACTED DRIVERS CAUSE 80 PERCENT OF ACCIDENTS  You're half the driver you
could be if you're simply listening to a passenger let alone talking to someone -- or
doing worse -- while cruising down the highway. Brain power associated with driving
decreases by 40 percent when a driver listens to someone talk, whether it's a
passenger or on the radio, said Marcel Just, a psychologist who directs the Center
for Cognitive Brain Imaging at Carnegie Mellon University.

A study last year by researchers at the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) and Virginia Tech University found that 80 percent of accidents involved some
form of driver inattention within three seconds of the accident.

Yet more than 80 percent of drivers recently surveyed by Nationwide Mutual
Insurance admitted they were multi-taskers in the car. Some confessed to blatantly 
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hazardous behavior while driving such as: Steering with a foot; Painting toenails;
Shaving; Feeding a baby; and even Peeing out the window. 

"We've got a lot of people out there doing everything but driving," said Bill Windsor,
safety expert at Nationwide. A man in Schenectady, N.Y., was arrested in 2004 for
having a pornographic DVD playing on the passenger-side sun visor, and a woman was
caught breastfeeding her 7-month-old daughter while driving on the Ohio Turnpike in
2003. If caught, drivers could be cited with careless driving, police said. 

Cell phones most often are blamed for poor driving. Four states -- California,
Connecticut, New Jersey and New York “ and Washington, D.C., have banned hand-held
cell phones for all drivers. Fourteen more states so far this year have introduced
legislation restricting hand-held cell phone use, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

That's fine with Just, of the Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging. "There's this whole
attitude toward highway safety," he said. "Taking risks in driving is sort of a social
issue and not just a personal issue. It's a little different than not wearing a
motorcycle helmet."

CHINESE MANUFACTURER IS WORLD”S LARGEST MOTORCYCLE PRODUCER  According to
Chinese news agency Xinhua, China's state-owned automotive company China South has
emerged as the world's largest motorcycle producer with an annual production
capacity of five million units. The company's products are sold under the brands
Jialing, Jianshe, Dayang and Jinan Qingqi and are sold in over 100 countries, with
production and marketing bases in 30 countries.

In the meantime, The Dallas Morning News reports that Chinese motorcycle, scooter
and all-terrain-vehicle manufacturers looking to break into the U.S. market have
turned Dallas into their American hub. A dozen distributors have opened sales
offices and warehouses around the area over the last few years. Most employ only a
handful of workers, but they're rapidly adding hundreds of dealers. 

Whether these distributors thrive or fail in the fiercely competitive U.S. market
could provide clues as to how Chinese automakers will fare. That's because
motorcycles have traditionally been a steppingstone to the sale of new cars, as
demonstrated by the Japanese companies Honda Motor Co. and Suzuki Motor Corp.

Chinese motorcycles have a poor reputation for quality, but no one is counting them
out. The Japanese companies that dominate the market “ Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha and
Kawasaki “ overcame quality problems decades ago, when one used to joke about
“Made in Japan”.
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Chinese companies have already become a powerful force in the motorcycle industry,
producing and exporting more bikes than any other nation. The world's most populous
country has more than 80 million motorcycles and over 100 manufacturers
producing 13 million new motorcycles per year. By comparison, there are
approximately 6 million motorcycles registered in the United States, and Americans
buy one million new bikes each year, mostly imports. 

WEIRD NEWS: BOOBS ON BIKES  Hundreds of people, mainly men, lined the streets of
Christchurch, New Zealand, to welcome the Boobs on Bikes parade to promote the
start of the Erotica Lifestyles Expo.

Bare-chested women and greased musclemen circled the city on Harley-Davidson
motorcycles, receiving an appreciative roar when one of the girls used her assets to
polish the helmet of the bearded biker piloting her bike.

Crowd reaction was divided almost exactly down gender lines, with a verdict of “over-
rated” and “utterly tacky” from the ladies, while men like spectator Kliff Tappin said
“People say sex and perversion are wrong, but half the city comes out.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Freedom in art, freedom in society, this is the double goal
towards which all consistent and logical minds must strive.”

Victor Hugo (1802-1885) French Romantic poet, novelist and dramatist

And that's all the News that fits!



Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

11:30 AM Saturday 
May 19, 2007

VFW POST 5335
500 N.E. 21st AVENUE

Boynton Beach, FL 33435
561-737-4102

Directions: Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to the
R.R. tracks and turn right, before crossing the
tracks. From U.S.1 turn west on Gateway and
turn left immediately after crossing the tracks.

GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073


