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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

March is going to be a very interesting month with the legislative sessions
beginning in Tallahassee. There have been some Bills proposed regarding re-
classification of motorcycles as motor vehicles. What this means is, if,
motorcycles are classified as a motor vehicle it will be mandatory for you to
carry insurance on your bike under the same law that requires you to carry
insurance on you cage. You will not be able to register your bike without
insurance. 

The provisions of HB265 and its companion Bill SB984 can effectively change
our lifestyle making it unaffordable for the greater majority of us to ride. This
concept is currently in effect in Europe and from what I gather only the wealthy
can afford to own and ride motorcycles. The impact of this kind of legislation
being passed will be devastating. Insurance rates could go from $3,000 to
$6,000 a year. 

Jeff Baxla ABATE of Florida’s Legislative officer said, “If your bank owns your
bike, you are in worse trouble because they require you to have insurance.  You
will have some additional lovely choices to make.  Perhaps your bank will allow
you to sign an affidavit that you won’t ride it since you don’t have insurance?
(Because you cannot afford it).  Perhaps you will turn it back into the bank
because you are not so sure you want to make payments on something you cannot
ride?  Perhaps the bank won’t take the risk of you riding the bike without
insurance and will call their note due.  If they call their note due (and they can,
check your loan documents), you will either pay it off or they will repossess
it. When they repossess your bike, then they will sue you to pay for it anyway”. It
wont be long before our lifestyle as we know it will disappear. Bike shops and
dealerships will be folding left and right. 

We cannot allow this kind of legislation to pass. If you’re not ready to park your
bike or have it taken from you, if you’re tired of politicians and lobbyist who are
undoubtedly being paid off by the insurance companies trying to control your 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

life, you need to join the fight. This is going to take a strong united effort by all
motorcyclists if we are going to succeed in defeating this Bill. 

ABATE of Florida has always been on the front line fighting for your rights but
we need your support. It takes action; we need all motorcyclists to contact our
state representatives to let our voices be heard. Your letters, emails and phone
calls are what make the difference. 

Apathy will bring us all down that's the sad part, when the sh*t hits the fan and
we lose our bikes because of the insurance companies greed and manipulation,
people will blame ABATE for not doing something to stop it. Well, fact is we'll
all be the paying the price for complicity and we can only blame ourselves for
not taking action. Some people have the balls to claim that ABATE hasn't done
anything since the helmet law was repealed. Recent accomplishments include
beating down legislation to increase Personal Injury Insurance from $10,000 to
$50,000 to ride without a helmet. Helping to kill a Bill proposed to have
Federal mandated helmet law.  A “Stiffer Penalties Bill” to increase fines and
punishment for people who cause injury or death turning left in front of them or
for running into and over motorcyclists. Billboards on Florida Highways to raise
awareness. Conducting safety and awareness classes in local schools and driver
education courses. These are just a few things we have done and, the 2007
Legislative session begins Tuesday March 6th with an assortment of very different
challenges to our freedom. We already have a Bill proposed to ban or at least
restrict the use of cell phones while operating a motor vehicle of any kind. We
are also will be taking issue on HB265 and SB984.

ABATE is counting on everyone to help protect the rights of motorcyclists
across the board and this means you. Your level of involvement is completely up
to you but it is essential, that all motorcyclists take action in order for us to be
heard. If you believe in motorcycle rights and motorcycle safety, you should be a
member of ABATE or at least support the cause by participating in sending letters
and emails to elected officials to voice your opinion on current legislation. For
drafts of letters that can be printed and mailed or emailed to representatives
from your local districts to state representatives go to our web site at
www.abatepalmbeach.com or contact Strongbow at 561-483-4283 for copies to
be faxed. There is also a “FORUM” on our site where you can post your comments
or opinions. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

April 13th through the 16th is a perfect opportunity to do what you love and
defend your rights at the same time. Everyone is invited to join us for the 12th

Annual Freedom Rights Rally in Tallahassee. This is absolutely one of the best
runs you will ever make. To ride into Tallahassee with a thousand or so of your
closest friends on Monday morning is something to behold. Police escorts,
sirens, motorcycles roaring over the hill, the capitol building in all it’s glory
right there in front of you. Hell, all we really need is a Brass Band playing on
the capitol steps as we roll in to make it the best Monday you ever had.

The ceremony that takes place in the courtyard is an experience like nothing you
have ever had. Full color guards carrying our flag and the banners of all armed
forces. A tribute to all those who have served and who are now serving. The bell
tolls to honor our fallen brothers and sisters since last year. If your aren’t
moved by this gathering, you have no soul. It is truly inspiring.

Brothers and Sisters make 2007 the year you join the fight to save our chosen
lifestyle from those who want to see us disappear. I believe it was Thomas
Jefferson who said, “either we hang together or we’ll surely hang separately.
Those words have never been more profound then they are today.

Your Brother At Arms

Ride Free, Ride safe

Strongbow President
president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of

Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or

any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member. 
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state.

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.
 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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JOIN US FOR THE RIDE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH FOR ABATE STATE MEETING IN
TALLAHASSEE- SEE COVER FOR DETAILS 

CONTACT GIA FOR ROOM INFORMATION 561-578-9399

FEBRUARY

Michael Smith
Stuart Brysen
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
Paul "Waldo" Corcoran
Leo C Filip
Natasha "Tash" Bianco
Bonnie "Bebe" Bloom

APRIL

Scott F.  "9 Yards" Tomasko
Robert "Bobby" Miller
Denis "FAH Q" Wilson
Lenny "Leo" Nicola
Richard   LeFort
Bradley "Polinator" Bradsetter
John "Papa Bear" Olsey
Mark "Lurch" Olsen
Robert "Rocky"  Marciante

MARCH

Donald "Doni Sho" Shoquist
Diane Sykes
Bob   Sykes
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt 
Sandy   Merritt

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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 Vice President’s Message

At the last ABATE of Florida state meeting, our state
President, Doc Reichenbach requested we, as Chapter Delegates, be prepared at
the next state meeting to discuss the issue of sport bike riders and their effect
on the accident statistics.  His question was if we, as an association, should
continue to attempt to embrace these young riders and represent them as
motorcyclists, or should we distance ourselves from their negative impact on our
statistics because of their irresponsible riding.  I mentioned this to the attendees
at our last Chapter meeting.  At that time I just threw the thought for future
discussion and didn’t really comment on the direction to go.  That was because at
the time I was not sure myself.  Now I am, and this is why.

Most of our members who know me personally know I own a bar in Boca Raton. 
Last Friday night, the night before our Chapter meeting, I was riding home west on
Clint More Road and noticed the eastbound lane of Clint More, just west of Jog
Road was closed because of an accident.  It was almost 5:00 am, I was beat and I
knew I was getting up at 8:00am to make our Board of Directors meeting that same
morning, so I only glanced at the mangled car on the side of the road and didn’t
think much of it.  At 9:15 am the next morning when I was riding east on Clint
More and when the road was still closed to traffic, I knew the accident probably
involved a fatality.  As a former police officer and accident investigator, I knew
that the only to be the only reason why they would keep a road closed that long. 
Still I didn’t think that much of it and saw no relevance to mention it at the
Chapter meeting.

Later that night I saw the story on the news.  I heard I was correct in assuming
there was a fatality involved in the accident.  I learned that there were two young
men in cars racing east on Clint More Road at excessive speeds and one crashed.  I
heard that both drivers were being charged with vehicular homicide.  That’s when
I started paying attention and identified the relevance to our cause: “Both drivers
were charged?”   Yes, they managed to only kill the passenger in the car that
crashed.
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d

That, my Brothers and Sisters, is a reason for what will be my direction to
embrace and educate these young sport bike riders, rather than distance
ourselves from their negative statistics: They are not just killing themselves,
they are killing other people too.  

How in good conscience can we turn away from these young men and women to
facilitate our own cause?  Also, in the By-Laws for ABATE of Florida, Inc., Article
II—PURPOSE, The purpose of this Corporation shall be:  A) Promote motorcycle
safety through education.

I know the kids last weekend were in cages, but we all know the scenario could
just as easily been with kids on sport bikes.  They’re killing themselves; they’re
killing their passengers; they’re killing innocent bystanders; they’re killing the
future of motorcycle rights!   In my opinion, if we leave them alone or distance
ourselves from them, they will continue to debase us all as Bikers.  They will
continue to give the law-makers all of the negative statistics they need to
legislate more restrictions on anything with less than four wheels.  It’s important
to embrace and educate these kids for our survival, but it’s plain for me to see,
it’s also just the right thing to do.

I hope you can support me on this, but one-way-or-the-other, let’s talk about it.

God Bless, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

 

John “Papa Bear” Olsey

YOUR, Vice President
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From: Reverend Rocky 
Chaplain, ABATE P.B.C.

Well here it is Brothers and Sisters. I have been writing this column
now for almost one year. All this time I have been telling you things like "wait on the Lord,"
Healing is possible with prayer" Now unfortunately it is my turn. I have been diagnosed with
some debilitating medical problems. I can tell you first hand, I wish it would all just go
away..But, God gives us all adverse things to test our faith, and it seems the stronger we feel
we are in faith the harder the problems are. 

Yes, bad things do happen to good people. I am not a quitter though. When I got the doctors
reports, I prayed to my Father in Heaven to bring it on. This is the Cross He has for me to
bare. I gave control to my God the day I received Christ and I'm not backing out now. Faith,
strong stuff. I know for a fact, that one of two things are going to happen when the smoke
clears. I will either be healed by the Grace of God ,or I will die and go to Heaven because of
my Faith. It's a win, win situation when you are a Believer in Christ. I also believe in this
column, as a light for a lot of you who take time to read it. 

So, I have asked my Asst. Chaplain Tumbleweed, to take the reigns and keep the fire burning.
This man is truly a man of God. He has over 30 years of ministry work, including on the
street with the homeless and the forgotten. He will be a Blessing to the entire Chapter of
Abate and then some. Please take some time out to get to know this extraordinary human
being. 

Before I close I want to thank all of the members of Abate, for the privilege of being your
Chaplain. I love you all, and I will continue to pray for each and every one of you. May God
Bless and keep you strong.

Your Brother in Christ

Rocky
chaplain_rocky@jesusanswers.com 
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Operation Rolling Thunder

Sunday 25 February 2007 Operation Rolling Thunder was an experience that I
will never forget. The weather was great and the V.F.W. 5335 was serving up
breakfast as the bikes were rolling in, it was just a great day to get together for
a ride. It looked like we were going to have a good size group for the ride as
American Legion Riders 277 rolled in to join members of American Legion Riders
268.  

We rolled out for the American Legion Post 268, gathered up the rest of our
group and headed off to Judy’s on US 1 in Tequesta. The ride was great, our
group of about 20 to 30 bikes arrived at Judy’s where there were a large group
of Nam Knights, U.S. Military Vets MC, Legion Riders and Independents already
assembled. The ride coordinator Artman, was totally amazed at the attendance and
he made it a point to welcome each group as they arrived. 

This was a much larger group then he expected and it wasn’t going to be any small
task getting a couple hundred bikes from I.P. to the Destination.  The police
escort showed up on time and we lined up for the ride to the Veterans Hospital on
45th in West Palm Beach. 

The Nam Knights MC and U.S. Military Vet’s MC were the road guards of the day
and anybody who has ever been privileged to ride with these guys will tell you
“nobody does it better”. They demonstrated flawless execution moving the group

through Tequesta and the police escorts
did an outstanding job of keeping Sunday
afternoon traffic from becoming impatient
as the pack rolled on. I can’t tell you how
many bikes there were but rolling down I
95, I could barely see the lead bikes and
to the rear the line seemed endless. 
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(Continued next page)

Arriving at the V.A. we parked close to an
area where patients could be wheeled out
to meet us. I could hardly hold back the
tears as the men I consider my hero’s were
wheeled out. There was a lot of emotion
being shared at that moment you could feel

it all around you. There were a couple men that had a tear in
their eye and a smile on their face the whole time we were
there. What incredible men they are. I have been studying WW
II History since I was a kid and every time I have met a WW II
veteran the same overwhelming feeling of privilege and
gratitude returns. I can’t help thinking about what they saw,
what they did, what they endured and what they had
accomplished. This is the generation that through their
courage and genius saved the world from evil dictators and
fanatic imperialists. They created and pioneered, they refined
and invented, they taught us and trained us, they told us of
their experiences and how it shaped the world we live in.
They’ve seen it all, from horse drawn wagons to the moon
and beyond, they were the generation who took us there. 

They gave all this to us; I believe we owe it to them to
protect the precious freedom this generation fought for.
They sacrificed of themselves so that our lives would be
better then what they had growing up. They suffered
through the Great Depression, fought a world war, won and
then they gave us the greatest time in history to grow up in.

There are plans  “Operation Rolling Thunder” runs in the
near future, I for one will never miss this opportunity to
ride with my Brothers and to show my support and gratitude
for the brave men and women who have sacrificed life and
limb for us. I hope you will join us for the next run, ride
with us to show others that we have not forgotten and
remind them that, “Freedom is not Free” and that they can
also make a contribution and make a veterans life a little
better. Hear their stories, you can’t begin to understand
what they have done until you hear it from those who were
there.
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Operation Rolling Thunder
cont’d

Prepare yourself for an experience that will bring a tear to your eye and make
you proud to be an American. Believe me, you’ll glad you took the time to be
there.

Strongbow

“Thru the efforts and kindness of all the different clubs and independents, we
were able to raise close to $2000.00 in phone cards, $600.00 in canteen
books and $385.00 in food etc.. Operation Rolling Thunder is an ongoing grass
roots effort that is dedicated to assisting and supporting Veterans. We are not
club specific and instead prefer to just state that we are all Americans helping
Americans”.

Artman
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Disorder In The Court Part 1

Those of you who have worked with attorneys will find this very easy to understand. Others will
find it easier.

ATTORNEY: Are you
sexually active?

WITNESS: No, I just lie
there.

______________________

ATTORNEY: What is your
date of birth?

WITNESS: July 18th.

ATTORNEY: What year?

WITNESS: Every year.

______________________

ATTORNEY: What gear were
you in at the moment of the
impact?

WITNESS: Gucci sweats and
Reeboks.

______________________

ATTORNEY: This myasthenia
gravis, does it affect your
memory at all?

WITNESS: Yes.

ATTORNEY: And in what ways
does it affect your
memory?

WITNESS: I forget.

ATTORNEY: You forget? Can
you give us an example of
something you forgot?

______________________

ATTORNEY: How old is your
son, the one living with
you?

WITNESS: Thirty-eight or
thirty-five, I can't remember
which.

ATTORNEY: How long has he
lived with you?

WITNESS: Forty-five years.

______________________

ATTORNEY: What was the
first thing your husband
said to you that morning?

WITNESS: He said, "Where
am I, Cathy?"

ATTORNEY: And why did that
upset you?

WITNESS: My name is Susan.

_________________

ATTORNEY: Do you know if
your daughter has ever
been involved in voodoo?

WITNESS: We both do.

ATTORNEY: Voodoo?

WITNESS: We do.

ATTORNEY: You do?

WITNESS: Yes, voodoo.

______________________

ATTORNEY: Now doctor,
isn't it true that when a
person dies in his sleep, he
doesn't know about it until
the next morning?

WITNESS: Did you actually
pass the bar exam?

______________________

ATTORNEY: The youngest
son, the twenty-one-year-
old, how old is he?

WITNESS: Uh, he's twenty-
one.

______________________

ATTORNEY: Were you
present when your picture
was taken?

WITNESS: Would you repeat
the question?

______________________

What’s really scary is that
some of these attorney’s
run for public office such
as judges and some
actually win. Some may
pursue political careers
later and actually win. 

Are there any further
questions?

(See next month’s issue for
Part 2)
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SAFETY CAMPAIGN - See and be seen:
Motorcyclists want you to notice them
Tewksbury police officer Ray Lafortune with a motorcycle safety awareness
sign. Local police chiefs have agreed to display the signs. (Photo courtesy
Wendell Davis)

The Patriot Ledger

WEYMOUTH - He has been riding only nine years, but Wendell Davis has been hit four times
while on his motorcycle.

‘‘I have one of the largest motorcycles made - this is a 950-pound touring motorcycle - and every
time they say, ‘I didn’t see you,’’’ Davis said. ‘‘What do you mean ‘I didn't see you?’ We’re at a
red light.’’

It turns out that being noticed is just as important to a motorcyclist’s safety as it is to his image.
Making sure you’re seen is vital to riding safely, said Davis, a Massachusetts Motorcycle
Association safety coordinator who has logged more than 300,000 miles on his bike.

The association is launching an effort to get large signs reading ‘‘Check Twice, Save a Life -
Motorcycles are Everywhere’’ installed in high-traffic areas in all of the state’s cities and towns.

Davis, a Weymouth resident, is leading the effort to get South Shore towns on board. He said
police chiefs in Weymouth, Braintree, Quincy, Canton, Cohasset, Pembroke, Carver and
Kingston have already agreed to display the signs.

The signs will begin popping up March 24 in anticipation of National Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month.

‘‘Our goal is to create motorcycle safety and awareness,’’ Davis said. ‘‘The last two years we
have been promoting this ‘Check Twice, Save a Life.’ In the last two years, our registrations
have gone up and our death rates have gone down. We are one of, if not the only, state in the
the country that can say that.’’

Davis said police make perfect partners because they are aware of how dangerous the roads
can be for motorcycle officers. Quincy police officer James Cochrane, 38, was killed in 
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September in an accident on Southern Artery in Quincy. A car turning left into a Stop & Shop
parking lot crashed into him.

Simply reminding motorists that motorcycles are on the roads makes a big difference, Davis
said. He said most motorcycle accidents are caused not by riders but by car drivers.

Davis said any effort to get motorists’ eyes off cell phones and other distractions has a range of
benefits.

‘‘If people are aware of motorcycles, they’re also aware of bicycles, pedestrians. They start
looking and paying attention overall.’’

Motorcycle riders in Massachusetts pay $2 as part of their annual registration to promote
motorcycle safety programs. The state Registry of Motor Vehicles works with organizations like
the Massachusetts Motorcycle Association to administer the programs.

Davis said the association is pushing to increase the safety-program fee to $5 to help pay for
more motorcycle-specific driver training.

‘‘We suggest and recommend that motorcyclists take refresher courses regularly,’’ he said. ‘‘The
biggest thing is driving defensively, making sure that you’re seen. I teach people to be
aggressively defensive. People don’t see you - flat out don’t see you.”

Jack
Encarnacao
may be reached
at
jencarnacao@le
dger.com .

Copyright 2007
The Patriot
Ledger
Transmitted
Tuesday,
February 27,
2007
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Will you give this to my Daddy?

After reading this I can’t imagine such a cruel Hoax. This was forwarded to me by
one of our members and I’m going with the assumption that this is factual
information.

Strongbow

I have no idea if this is true or not, it doesn't really matter. I believe this could
have happened, and it does make a wonderful story. We've probably all seen
commercials on TV where the people in an airport are applauding our young
warriors returning from the war zones, give them hugs and kisses and shaking
their hands. In fact, last Friday, ABC News' person of the week was a man from
Dallas, TX that goes to the airport every day to greet the troops that are
returning from Iraq.

Will you give this to my Daddy? 
 
Last week I was in Atlanta, Georgia attending a conference. While I was in the
airport, returning home, I heard several people behind me beginning to clap and
cheer. I immediately turned around and witnessed one of the greatest acts of
patriotism I have ever seen. 
 
Moving thru the terminal was a group of soldiers in their camo's, as they began
heading to their gate everyone (well almost everyone) was abruptly to their feet
with their hands waving and cheering. When I saw the soldiers, probably 30-40 of
them, being applauded and cheered for it hit me. I'm not alone. I'm not the only red
blooded American who still loves this country and supports our troops and
their families. Of course I immediately stopped and began clapping for these young
unsung heroes who are putting their lives on the line everyday for us so we can
go to school, work and home without fear or reprisal. 
 
Just when I thought I could not be more proud of my Country or of our service
men and women, a young girl, not more than 6 or 7 years old, ran up to one
of the male soldiers. He kneeled down and said "hi," the little girl then she asked
him if he would give something to her daddy for her. 
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The young soldier, he didn't look any older than maybe 22, said he would try and
what did she want to give to her daddy. Then suddenly the little girl grabbed the
neck of his soldier, gave him the biggest hug she could muster and then kissed
him on the cheek. 
 
The mother of the little girl, who said her daughter's name was Courtney, told
the young soldier that her husband was a Marine and had been in Iraq for 11
months now. As the mom was explaining how much her daughter, Courtney, missed
her father. The young soldier began to tear up. When this temporarily single mom
was done explaining her situation, all of the soldiers huddled together for a
brief second. Then one of the other servicemen pulled out a military looking
walkie-talkie. 
 
They started playing with the device and talking back and forth on it. After about
10-15 seconds of this, the young soldier walked back over to Courtney, bent
down and said this to her, "I spoke to your daddy and he told me to give this to
you." He then hugged this little girl that he had just met and gave her a kiss on
the cheek. He finished by saying "your daddy told me to tell you that he loves
you more than anything and he is coming home very soon." 
 
The mom at this point was crying almost uncontrollably and as the young soldier
stood to his feet he saluted Courtney and her mom. I was standing no more than 6
feet away from this entire event unfolded. As the soldiers began to leave,
heading towards their gate, people resumed their applause. 
 
As I stood there applauding and looked around, there were very few dry eyes,
including my own. That young soldier in one last act of selflessness, turned
around and blew a kiss to Courtney with a tear rolling down his cheek. We need to
remember everyday all of our soldiers and their families and thank God for them
and their sacrifices. At the end of the day, it's good to be an American. 

Submitted by:

Karen Lowe
ABATE Palm Beach Chapter 
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Travels with Smiley
Dan “Slo-Motion” Henderson

One book I remember reading in school was John Steinbeck’s
Travels with Charlie.  It might have been this and the TV series
Then Came Bronson that began my bike travel lust.  So when I
decided to write about some of my rides for the newsletter, the
play on Steinbeck’s work came to mind for the title.

We started the ride to Naples for ABATE State Meeting
February 10th  gathering at the Denny’s on Hillsboro Blvd.  We
meet up with ABATE Southeast at Cafe 84 and rode across
Alligator Alley.  After some contact with a dead deer –
thankfully safely riding over it by two bikes at 70 mph and a slow
race due to road work, we arrived in Naples ok.  

We then took a lunch break at a Mexican restaurant.  Back on
the road for what we thought was a short ride to the meeting but
at the same spot was a bike fest and no clear signs, we rode
around until finally seeing the hidden sign for the ABATE meeting. 

The return ride was not as eventful as the first journey, not
as cold as had expected.  But getting back to civilization in
Broward was a bit hairy with the darkness, traffic and some other
biker entering in the pack and causing some concern and
confusion.  Stopping again at Café 84, the ride broke up for
everyone’s return home.
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HUSBAND: When I get mad at 
you, you never fight 
back. 

How do you control 
your anger? 

WIFE: I clean the toilet.... 

HUSBAND: How does that help ? 

WIFE : I use your toothbrush
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(Continued next page)

NCOM NEWS BYTES 
compiled and edited by Bill Bish - February 2007

 National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

FREEDOM OF CHOICE MAY COME WITH A PRICE TAG Pennsylvania motorcyclists
successfully modified their mandatory helmet law in 2003 to allow riders 18 and
older the option of wearing a helmet, but now a lawmaker wants bikers who don't
wear a helmet to carry at least $10,000 in medical insurance to cover injuries if
they crash. State Sen. Constance Williams says the requirement honors bikers'
freedom to ride helmetless while making sure they take financial responsibility
for their decision.

Governor Ed Rendell, who signed the law that allows bikers to ride without a
helmet, has said more Pennsylvanians die from smoking than motorcycle accidents,
but Sen. Williams cites a national report being circulated among State
Legislatures that says highway fatalities are on the rise for the first time in 20
years, linking the increase to deaths from motorcycle crashes.

NEW TWIST FOR HELMET LAW MODIFICATION Lost revenues from tourism has become
a common theme for modifying helmet laws in states that claim motorcyclists are
riding around them and spending their vacation money in other states that don't
require helmets.

Now Virginia has taken that argument a step further by proposing legislation that
would allow motorcyclists to ride without a helmet on state scenic highways. On
all other roads, police would not be allowed to stop riders for not wearing
helmets unless they are stopped for another driving offense such as speeding,
making the helmet violation a secondary offense.

Virginia motorcyclists are requesting help from across the country to pass HB
2585, asking riders to write their Delegates to let them know that you would
spend your tourism dollars in Virginia if the state allowed freedom of choice on
its beautiful scenic byways.

Bikers in Nebraska also want the right to make their own decisions about helmets,
saying the current helmet law is costing the state $2-5 million a year during
annual bike festivals in neighboring states because motorcyclists avoid riding
through helmet law states.
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(Continued next page)

Motorcyclists are lobbying the Unicameral legislature in Lincoln to support LB
253, a bill that would allow riders 21 and older to ride without a helmet. ABATE
of Nebraska is not asking for letters or phone calls to their legislators at this
juncture, but they would like for out-of-state riders to visit their website at
www.abateofne.com and fill out a simple online poll that will allow them to put
together written testimony from motorcyclists from across the nation.

"ABATE of Nebraska has once again filed legislation to establish Freedom Of
Choice for adult motorcyclists," said Tiger Mike Revere, state coordinator for
ABATE of Oklahoma and member of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
Board of Directors. "They have appealed for our help, and I pledged NCOM's
support for their campaign. Unfortunately, I have the additional subject of the
Helmet Law assault in Oklahoma to address."

TELEVISION DOESN'T REFLECT REALITY Most people drive safer than television
characters, according to a University of Alabama at Birmingham study. The UAB
study of 79 prime time TV shows revealed that actors often don't buckle up
before they drive and sometimes don't wear helmets when they ride motorcycles
and bicycles.

The research study, published in the journal Injury Sciences, found that over
four weeks the television characters buckled up only 62 percent of the time. The
TV characters used motorcycle helmets only 47 percent of the time and bicycle
helmets nine percent of the time. Research shows most Americans are much safer
- buckling seat belts 80 percent of time, using motorcycle helmets 60 percent
of the time bicycle helmets 40 percent of the time.

"Since Americans watch more than four hours of TV per day, how safety behaviors
are depicted on television can have tremendous influence on public perception of
seatbelt and helmet use," said Gerald McGwin, Ph.D., associate director for
research at the Center for Injury Sciences and one of the study authors.
Researchers also studied 21,670 television commercials that McGwin says
present a safer depiction, with seatbelt use by 86 percent of individuals,
motorcycle helmet use 100 percent and bike helmet use 84 percent.

CONNECTICUT BIKERS WANT TO RAISE THE BAR Connecticut State Reps Wilbur and
Zalaski have co-sponsored a bill to repeal their 15-inch handlebar height law. CT
statute # 14-80i(b) reads: "No person shall operate a motorcycle on a highway
or in any parking area for ten or more motor vehicles if the motorcycle is
equipped with handlebars that are more than fifteen inches in height above the 
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uppermost portion of the seat when the seat is depressed by the weight of the
operator."

Rep. Wilber, who co-sponsored this bill with Rep Zalazki, had an OLR legislative
report done that concluded that high handlebars are not a safety issue. The
report also found that there has been a trend across the country to change the
height restriction law with 16 states completely repealing the law. HB 6937 is
currently under consideration in the Transportation Committee, and would
completely repeal the handlebar law 14-80i(b), allowing Connecticut riders to
decide for themselves what height their handlebars should be.

VIRGINIA RIDERS BESIDE THEMSELVES Virginia is only one of two states that
specifically prohibit two motorcycles to ride two abreast in a traffic lane, but
riders there are hoping to change that.

HB 1808 has passed out of Transportation Committee and bikers are urging their
Delegates to support the bill when it comes up for a vote. They argue, among
other things, that two motorcycles abreast in a traffic lane aids in making the
motorcycles more visible to other traffic, and that in larger groups of
motorcycles, riding two abreast keeps the overall length of the group shorter,
and discourages other vehicles from dangerously cutting into the group - an
issue motorcyclists riding in groups often face.

OH DEER! According to transportation officials, nearly 200 people are killed
nationwide each year in crashes involving wildlife, mostly deer. The collisions
cost drivers almost $1.5 billion each year in property damage, deaths and
injuries.

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) says they are trying to cut
those numbers down. Flash lights and motion sensors are just a few of many
solutions transportation experts are considering, and CDOT has put up a number
of wildlife escape ramps on US 550 that allow wildlife to cross the road without
getting stuck in traffic. CDOT says animals are getting more used to the ramps,
even teaching their young how to use them.

On US 40, CDOT also installed a series of unusual looking reflectors to create
flashes of light at 54 angles, horizontally and vertically, when a vehicle's light
hits them. According to CDOT, the reflected light bounces back and forth across
the road, deterring deer and other wildlife from crossing. Drivers cannot see
the light because of the way it's reflected. 
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CDOT also hopes to install a motion detector system on US 160, that when
triggered by a deer or other animal will cause a large light to go on to let an
oncoming driver see there's an animal on or near the road. The light may also
startle the animal and keep it off of the road.

Meanwhile, an eight state research group met in Minnesota to brainstorm ideas for
keeping wildlife off the road, and their leading proposal involves placing
canisters of real or synthetic wolf and coyote urine near the roadways, hoping
the scent of predators will cause the animals to flee.

INDONESIA INSTITUTES NEW ANTI-MOTORCYCLE LAWS New motorcycle lanes went
into effect in Jakarta in January. Motorcyclists are now supposed to use the
"slow" left lanes on city streets and police began getting tough on riders by
issuing more than a thousand traffic tickets the first day to bikers not riding in
the designated lanes. Trials are held on the spot and take about 5 minutes.
The head of traffic at the Jakarta Police, Sr. Comr. Djoko Susilo, said he hoped
the rule would increase order in the streets and reduce the number of traffic
accidents.

The left-lane rule is not the only new requirement for motorcyclists. They are
also being told to keep their headlights on during the day, so that other vehicles
can see them more easily.

The city is also considering banning them from entering main thoroughfares during
peak hours, recommending that motorcyclists park their bikes and make use of the
city's busway instead.

Of 7.23 million vehicles in Jakarta, 64.1 percent, or 4.64 million, are
motorcycles. The Jakarta Transportation Board has estimated that more than
three million motorbikes are on the city's roads every day, compared to 2.5
million cars. Out of the 4,206 road accidents reported last year, 3,826
involved motorcyclists.

But the government believes emissions tests may be the best way to curb
motorcycle growth, so the Jakarta administration has been called upon to
enforce stricter emissions testing for motorcycles to control the increasing
number of motorbikes, up 15% from the previous year. The State Ministry for the
Environment said motorbikes that fail to meet emissions standards could be banned
from the city's streets. 60% of the motorcycles tested in spot checks did not 
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meet emissions standards set in 1993, so the ministry predicts that even more
would fail the newer, tougher emission standard issued in 2006.

JESSE JAMES FINED BY CARB California air regulators have issued $271,250 in
total fines against Jesse James of West Coast Choppers, the co-producer and
host of "Monster Garage" and "Motorcycle Mania," saying that 50 of his
custom-built choppers ran afoul of California's clean-air rules.

California Air Resources Board officials said their inspectors found that the
monster bikes sold between 1998 and 2005 did not have state certified emissions
equipment on their exhaust and fuel systems, resulting in these bikes spewing
hydrocarbons at up to 10 times the state limits.

The market for custom-built motorcycles has taken off in recent years, and
prominent bike builders have achieved celebrity status, but progressively stricter
new emissions regulations from the EPA are already impacting the motorcycle
industry.

WEIRD NEWS: DRUNKEN DOUGHNUTS A Pontiac, MI motorcyclist gets sued, then
sent to prison, for his actions that took place outside a bar earlier this year as
he was "doing doughnuts" in the parking lot when he struck and injured a woman
who was standing outside the saloon.

Now he'll be riding a prison van to Stateville Correctional Center, where he was
sentenced to one year after pleading guilty to failure to report an accident with
injury. He was also ordered to pay restitution, and faces a lawsuit from the
injured woman who is seeking $50,000 each from the rider, the owner of the
motorcycle and the saloon owner.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "We, too, born to freedom, and believing in freedom, are willing
to fight to maintain freedom. We, and all others who believe as deeply as we do,
would rather die on our feet than live on our knees."
Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882 - 1945), 32nd President of the United States
 

AND THAT'S ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS! 
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Ghost Rider Movie Review
By “Slow-Motion”

It seems motorcycles are back in the
Hollywood mind again.  Not since the Fifties and
Sixties (with The Wild One, Easy Rider, and the B
Angel flicks) have bikes been featured in film
so often.  Recently we have had the World’s
Fastest Indian (great flick), The Motorcycle
Diaries, and now Ghost Rider and Wild Hogs.

Ghost Rider is from the Marvel comic of
the same name.  It has a great cast – Nicolas
Cage is great and one biker legend as the Devil
himself.  The story starts with a father and son
stunt team.  The son sells his soul for his
father’s health. This causes him to lose this
true love and Eve Mendez – I wouldn’t have let

this one get away.  While waiting for the Devil to claim his soul, the son becomes
a first class stunt rider.  After one major crash where he should have died, any
true biker understands what his first words are.  The stunts are ok but I was a
little uncomfortable with some of the street bike scenes – don’t need to give
them any more wild ideas.   I know Strongbow would love his panhead chopper. 
After he becomes the Devils rider the bike also transforms which is one the
film’s high points.  Special effects and the cast make this movie worth seeing

See you at the theater, next up Wild Hogs.
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ABATE members show your membership card on your first order and receive a
5% discount on your next order.
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From The GUNNY'S SACK - February 2007

BIKER ROAD BAN: For the past several months, I've been harping on my fellow bikers to
stand up for their rights, and one way to do it is to visit your state legislatures. I had
barely put last month's Sack to bed, when I received this letter from Doug Findlay, State
Coordinator of ABATE OF VIRGINIA.

"Gunny, I hope 2007 becomes the year bikers find their voice. Here in Virginia we're
planning a protest ride along the lines of what bikers did in England. In a nutshell we'll
be clogging up the toll booths on the Friday leading into Labor Day weekend. The primary
reason is Virginia DOT isn't following our state's anti-discrimination law when it comes to
toll road design. Bikers are being excluded, and we're going to push back in a big way.
"I bet we make it into the Washington Post. I've already scouted the Dulles Toll road
outbound from DC, and I'm hoping we can team up with ABATE OF MD to include the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge as well. When the time draws near I hope you will help spread the
word. Everyone I talk to is excited about the prospect of making a splash."

And spread the word we did, right here in the Sack. Contact these folks in Virginia.
They're doing something about what's happening that severely LIMITS their freedom to ride,
and eventually all ours, too. I will be eager to hear more about this one, and we'll see if
our Oregon AIM (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists) Attorney, Sam Hochberg, can gather more
info from the AIM lawyers in those parts.

WINTER AIM: Sam tells me that the AIM group of lawyers just had their annual meetings
and seminars. They meet to learn from each other about what they're doing and can do in
their states in Bikers Rights, and they hash over ideas in motorcycle personal injury law,
which is how these guys make their actual living. Nearly every AIM lawyer is involved and
contributing significantly in some way to the bikers rights movement in their own states,
and many of the rights cases are "pro bono," Latin for "for the benefit of the public," or
something like that. In English, it means the lawyers work for free. WHY? Most bikers who
have worked with an AIM Lawyer in some way know that virtually ALL of these guys ride,
and most for many, many years. I think of Larry Katkowski, aka "The Katman," who practices
out of the Detriot area as the Michigan AIM Attorney. Katman stayed at Sam's when he
rode to the West Coast with his wife on the back of the Tour Classic. Like Sam and many
other AIM lawyers, Katman was a rider long before he was a lawyer, let alone before AIM
started up, and he stayed riding. 

ANNUAL RIGHTS CONFERENCE: This old Gunny will stop about the AIM lawyers, and instead
invite you to meet these folks, and around two thousand-plus other riders involved in
bikers rights from all over the US, and some from around the world as well, by coming
to this year's AIM and NCOM (National Coalition of Motorcyclists) Convention. You won't be
sorry. This year it will be in CHARLOTTE, North Carolina, May 10th - 13th, 2007. Details 
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and online registration: http://www.aimncom.com/ncom/ncom_convention.htm, or just call
AIM or NCOM, at 1-800-On-A-Bike. 

OREGON MAY RESTRICT KIDS FROM ATV RIDING Oregon vs. ATV Riding Parents & Kids?
Senator Allan Bates from Ashland, Oregon thinks he is smarter than most parents and is
FOOLING AROUND with the rights of parents as to whether or not they have the
intelligence to determine the abilities of their own kids' riding All Terrain Vehicles, ATV's.
He is introducing SB49 that would put severe limitations on the ages kids could legally
ride an ATV. It says in essence that kids under 12 cannot ride at all; those 12 to 16
would be limited to 90cc's or less. On top of that, there's ANOTHER alternative bill from
these same quarters; it's SB101; and it requires Class I and Class III ATV operators who
are 7 yrs old or older to have ATV operator permits whenever riding 'em on premises
open to the public. This law would authorize fines up to $180.00. It's real apparent to
me that our rights to ride almost any recreational vehicle are going to be severely
restricted if we don't make it plain to our elected officials that we treasure our
freedom. The full text of the first one, SB49, can be found here:

http://www.leg.state.or.us/07reg/measures/sb0001.dir/sb0049.intro.html

If you feel as this Gunny does, then make a difference . Contact your own state
legislators if you live here in Oregon, and out-of-staters can contact the author of the
bill, and you can also help by getting the word out:

Senator Allen Bates 
900 Court St. NE, S-312 
Salem, OR 97301 
E-mail: sen.alanbates@state.or.us 
Website: http://www.leg.state.or.us/bates 

GUNNY SAYS: If ya don't have yer AIM Card, get in touch with AIM and get one in yer
pocket. They are free and contain information that will help medical folks treat ya if
you're hurt in an accident. You can join by signing up at an AIM Booth at most of the big
events, or you can call AIM at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or you can visit the website at
www.ON-A-BIKE.com. 

Our AIM Attorneys are also available to be speakers at your group meetings. Give us a
whistle and we can usually make it out to a meeting here in Oregon. Sam talks about bikes,
bikers and the law, and there's a lot of territory in there you can inquire about, and he
can give you a general analysis on what sorts of insurance to look for to best cover you
as a motorcycle rider. The Gunny talks about the Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (AIM)
program and I'll also tell you something about the National Coalition Of Motorcyclists
(NCOM), and the Oregon Confederation of Clubs.

Keep the round side on the bottom.

Gunny, Oregon AIM Chief of Staff 



Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

11:30 AM Saturday 
March 17, 2007

VFW POST 5335
500 N.E. 21st AVENUE

Boynton Beach, FL 33435
561-737-4102

Directions: Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to the
R.R. tracks and turn right, before crossing the
tracks. From U.S.1 turn west on Gateway and
turn left immediately after crossing the tracks.

GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073


