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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

We are heading into the New Year at full speed, January just flew by. Andy
Rooney was right, “life is like a roll of toilet paper, the closer you get to the
end the faster it goes”. Some of you younger riders may not understand what I
mean but “wait ‘til ya hit 50”! 

We’ve had some great participation in rides in January, making a strong showing in
numbers turning out for the Blessing of the Bikes at States MC clubhouse,
ABATE S.E. Chapter Semi Annual Rights Rally and Der Krieger MC Annual. Believe
me when I tell you, it really made a great impression on the other clubs and
riders attending those events. I’d like to thank all of you for being there
representing our chapter and a special thanks to our members from The American
Legion Riders Post’ 268 and 277, I was proud and honored to lead those rides
and I look forward to seeing even larger numbers riding together in the future. 

February, is the snap back to reality month to me, all the holiday stuff is out of
the way and the year is really underway and it’s time to get back down to it. It is
also a time to reflect and a time look to the future. There will be some great
opportunities for group rides in February. 

There’s a ABATE State Meeting on February 10th and a Gator Love Run scheduled
on the 11th hosted by ABATE Gator Alley Chapter. If you want to make the State
Meeting and Gator Love Run please contact a board member, contact information is
on the inside of the front cover.  

February 17th is a Biker Appreciation Party hosted by Brent and Susan at Turn 3
Sports Bar. They have always been supporters of our chapter and it would be a
great way to show them we appreciate them and make a strong showing in numbers.
Sunday the 18th our Brothers and Sisters of States MC Lake Worth Chapter will
be holding their 8th Annual Poker Run at Bennie’s Ice House. Feb. 24th 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

Wheels of Man Deerfield Bch. 34th Annual, “these guy’s have been around
forever”! Always a great Party. Feb.25 Archies Seabreeze Poker Run. 

As you can see there’s something happening every weekend, these are events that
we can enjoy together as a chapter or even a small group of friends riding
together. It’s important that we try to be represented at all these events. We’ve
been invited to stop by LAMA and States MC clubhouses for their open house
nights every Friday. Whenever we have visited with them we have had a great time. I
think it would be great if we could get together at least once a month and make it
a point to visit them. I know they appreciate it and we appreciate their invitation. 

Chapter Elections

We are also approaching an election.  June of 2007 will be a time to choose who
will lead this chapter in the coming year. We need to communicate with one
another at meetings, on a ride or maybe during an event or even a bike night about
who we want to take this chapter to the next level.

If you have the drive, commitment, ideas, direction, dedication and want people to
join you in working to reach the goals established by ABATE of Florida, Inc. and
our chapter, make yourself available. If you know someone in our chapter who
you feel can lead and/or assist in directing the course of the chapter, nominate
them. Let’s really take a look inside ourselves and a look at others in the
chapter and see where we can go from here. There are those among us who have
offered their opinion on what we can do to continue to build and expand our
outreach to the motorcycle community and gain their support. I urge you to begin
thinking about how you can become more involved. Your personal involvement
doesn’t need to be that of a chapter officer or board member but it would
certainly be to our advantage to have you consider a position on the board. 

Volunteering to head up a committee or to become a member of a committee is a
great way to get involved. I believe there have been some great chapter officers
that have been spawned from committee’s in Southeast Chapter and in talking with
members of our own chapter I am very encouraged by the fact that we have some 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

excellent candidates of our own. Hopefully, we will be so fortunate as to have
them step up or be nominated.

We will be talking more about our direction as a chapter at our next meeting and
we will need your input in determining our course and a plan of action to
accomplish our mission. Remember this isn’t the boards chapter it’s our chapter
and everyone is a vital part regardless of your level of involvement.

The next meeting is an important one since this is our first election coming up and
your participation will be greatly appreciated, please plan to attend.

Your Brother At Arms

Ride Free, Ride safe

Strongbow President
president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of

Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or

any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member. 
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state.

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.
 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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JOIN US FOR THE RIDE ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH FOR ABATE STATE MEETING
IN NAPLES - SEE PAGE 28 FOR FLYERS - GATOR ALLEY HAS A POKER RUN ON
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH 

CONTACT GIA FOR ROOM INFORMATION 561-578-9399

FEBRUARY

Paul "Razor" Herrington
George Bello
Michael Smith
Stuart Brysen
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
Paul "Waldo" Corcoran
Leo C Filip
Natasha "Tash" Bianco
William "Bill" Power
Bonnie "Bebe" Bloom

 JANUARY

James "Storm" Swain
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Richard Lee "Tree" Andres
Kathi "Wheels" Culler
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Walter C.  "Tripp" Malin, III
Daniela "Swiss Miss" Malsbury
Douglas "Roadrunner" Thal
Valerie "Twinkie" Holcomb

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE

DECEMBER

Robert  Lewis 
Mark "Uncle Fester" Weimer
Jaime Dobies
Eugenio "Gene" Valentin
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
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 Vice President’s Message

As I look around the board meetings of our Chapter and at
the State ABATE meetings I notice many things we have in

common.  The most prevalent is grey hair.  Our association leaders are there
because of leadership ability gained through experience.  This comforts me in the
knowledge that we are taking direction from a foundation of experience and
dedication, but in that knowledge I recognize that our future, as always, lies in
youth.  I look at the young motorcycle enthusiasts I see on the roads riding
sports-bikes capable of speeds and maneuvers we never considered and to say the
least; I am concerned.  

George Bernard Shaw once said that “Youth is wasted on the young”. But to that I
ask;  Is the knowledge of our experience worth our potential if it is not shared
with the inexperienced?  Without belaboring this with physiological discussion,
what I am trying to say is:  the future of ABATE, motorcycle rights and bikers is
riding the machines that are currently hurting us the most; Sport Bikes, Crotch
Rockets, Jap Crap…Whatever you want to call them they are the future
generation of “Live To Ride, Ride To Live”  

I don’t know about you, but the thought of that totally depresses the hell out of
me!

The only choices we have, that I can see, is to either to keep pushing the youths
as far away as we can and blame them for the degeneration  of our Biker sub-
society, or educate them into what we are and what is a reasonable behavior to be
accepted.  

Damn, but that statement uses two words that I personally have rarely been
comfortable with: “Reasonable and Acceptable”.  Their lives depend on them
though and we have the responsibility to make them see that.
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Vice President’s Message- Cont’d

Let’s face it, when we were young we rarely considered anything that was
“Reasonable or Acceptable”, but as the older we get we become more interested
in the future than ever before because our future gets shorter and shorter as
every day passes. 

My very most important point is:  they are killing themselves and that hurts us as
much as it hurts them.  We need to get them involved with us so we can school
them with our knowledge and experience to be better and safer Bikers than we
were.  We have learned from our mistakes (hopefully), our responsibility is now
to bring them into our society to school them to represent our and their future. 
It is not an easy task, but as they are our future I feel we must embrace them for
their and our own good.

These words even taste bitter to me as I write them, but the importance of the
message does not diminish in that distain.  Please make it your duty to bring the
youth into us.  Bring them to a meeting.

Thank you for your support.

Ride Free Ride Safe.

 

John “Papa Bear” Olsey

YOUR, Vice President
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To Abate Palm Beach Chapter Board of Directors :

Strongbow please accept this letter as my resignation of Secretary of Abate Palm Beach
Chapter.   I have been active on our Board of Directors for a year and feel that my
position cannot be fulfilled until elections.  

Please accept this as my resignation, I will continue to be an active member of this
Chapter but do not have the time to continue on the board. 

As of January 31,2007 I Kelly (moonshine) Hunter resigns as Secretary, Palm Beach
Chapter.

Sincerely,

Kelly (Moonshine) Hunter
01-31-07

In accordance with the ABATE of Florida, Inc. By-Laws specifically Article IX Paragraph (D)(6) the
position of ABATE Palm Beach Chapter Secretary has been vacated upon the acceptance of Kelly
”Moonshine” Hunter resignation 2/1/07.

The position of Chapter Secretary is now open for nominations. Nominations and a vote of
confidence will be called for at the next chapter meeting held 17 February 07 at our regularly
scheduled time and location.

Article IX, Paragraph (D)(6) provides that the President of a Chapter "[w]ill appoint a pro-tem to
fill a vacant position until the next regular meeting when the membership can vote on a person
to fill the vacant position."  It is necessary to announce the vacancy to the membership prior to
the next monthly meeting and request nominations from the membership to fill the position
permanently.  An election can then be held at the March meeting.

 
John ”Wade” Lippard
ABATE P.B.C.
Legal Counsel / Legislative Liaison
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From: Reverend Rocky 
Chaplain, ABATE P.B.C.

Rev. Wright had been invited to serve as the House's guest chaplain by Rep
Powell, a Wichita Republican and member of Rev. Wright's church.

It seems prayer still upsets some people. Please read....

When Minister Joe Wright was asked to open the new session of the Kansas Senate,
everyone was expecting the usual generalities, but this is what they heard;

"Heavenly Father, We come before you to ask your forgiveness.  We seek your
direction and guidance.   We know your word says,  "Woe to those who call evil
good."   But that is exactly what we have done.

We've lost our spiritual equilibrium.  We have inverted our values.  We have
ridiculed the absolute truth of your word in the name of moral pluralism.   We
have worshiped other gods and called it multi-culturism.

We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative lifestyle. 

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.  We have neglected the
needy and called it self-preservation.  We have rewarded laziness and called it
welfare.  In the name of choice, we have killed our unborn.  In the name of right
to life, we have killed abortionists.

We have neglected to displace our children and called it building self-esteem. 
We have abused power and called it political savvy.  We have coveted our
neighbor's possessions and called it taxes.  We have polluted the air with
profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression.  We have
ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it enlighten.

Search us, oh, God, and know our hearts today.  Try us.  Show us any wickedness
within us.  Cleanse us from every sin and set us free.  Guide and bless these men 
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and women who have been sent here by the people of the State of Kansas, and
that they have been ordained by you to govern this great state.

Grant them your wisdom to rule.  May their decisions direct us to the center of
your will.  And, as we continue our prayer and as we come in out of the fog, give
us clear minds to accomplish our goals as we begin this Legislature.  For we pray
in Jesus' name, Amen

The response was immediate. Reportedly, one democrat walked out in protest,
three others gave speeches critical of Wright's prayer and another blasted
Wright's  "message of intolerance."  Rev. Wright said afterwards,  "I certainly did
not mean to be offensive to individuals, but I don't apologize for the truth.  The
whole point was to say that we all have sins that we need to repent--all of
us....the problem, I guess, is that you're not suppose to get too specific when
you're talking about sin."

In 6 short weeks, Central Christian Church, where Rev. Wright is pastor, logged
more than 6,500 phone calls. The church is now receiving international requests
for copies of this prayer from India, Africa and Korea.

With the Lord's help, may this prayer sweep over our  Nation and wholeheartedly
become our desire so that we again can be called "one nation under God."

See me, call me, e-mail me just let me know you're ready to receive Christ & I will
be there. It's what I do.

‘til next time, ride safe

Your Brother in Christ

Rocky
chaplain_rocky@jesusanswers.com 
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BRAIN CRAMPS   
 

If you ever feel a little stupid, just dig this up and read it again; you'll begin to think
you're a genius.

(On September 17, 1994, Alabama's Heather Whitestone was selected as Miss America 1995.) 

Question: If you could live forever, would you and why? 
Answer: "I would not live forever, because we should not live forever, because if we were
supposed to live forever, then we would live forever, but we cannot live forever, which is why I
would not live forever,"   Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest. 

"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I can't help but cry. I
mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but not with all those flies and death and stuff." 
Mariah Carey 

"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a very important part of your life". 
Brooke Shields, during an interview to become spokesperson for federal anti-smoking
campaign. 

"I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body," 

Winston Bennett, University of Kentucky basketball forward. 

"Outside of the killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime rates in the country," 
Mayor Marion Barry, Washington, DC.  (Caught smoking crack with a hooker in a hotel
room in Baltimore. Think before you vote.) 

"That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a jackass, and I'm just the one to
do it,"  A congressional candidate in Texas. (Sounds a little like G.W. Bush, think before you
vote)

"Half this game is ninety percent mental."  Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark  

"It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities in our air and water that are
doing it."  

Al Gore, Vice President  (He also claimed to have been an Astronaut and the inventor of the
Internet. Think before you vote.)
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"I love California. I practically grew up in Phoenix." 

Dan Quayle  (He’s actually from Wisconsin and bought peaches in Florida to show support
for Florida’s orange growers. Think before you vote.)

"We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need?" 

Lee Iacocca 

"The word "genius" isn't applicable in football. A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein." 

Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback & sports analyst. 

"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply exclude certain types of people." 
Colonel Gerald Wellman, ROTC Instructor. 

"Traditionally, most of Australia's imports come from overseas."  Keppel Enderbery 

"Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992 because we received notice that you
passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your
circumstances." 

Department of Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina 

"If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as they go to bed and it will
monitor their heart throughout the night. And the next morning, when they wake up dead,
there'll be a record."  

Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman

Feeling smarter yet?  

Submitted by” Boca Bill” ABATE P.B.C.
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U.S. drivers eat, shave, email -- oh, and drive

By Andrea Hopkins Mon Jan 22, 12:07 AM ET 

Talk on the phone while you're driving? Fix your makeup? Check e-mail? You're not
alone.

A survey released on Monday shows 81 percent of Americans do more than drive
when they're behind the wheel.

More than eight of 10 people surveyed by Nationwide Mutual Insurance said they
adjust the radio or music while they drive, while 73 percent talk on the phone, 68
percent eat, 19 percent send text messages and 5 percent checked their e-mail.

Personal hygiene was also a big driver distraction, with 19 percent fixing their hair,
12 percent putting on makeup and 2 percent shaving while at the controls of a car.

"Clearly Americans have much to do and little time to do it, so to cope with that
we've become multi-taskers," said Bill Windsor, associate vice president of Safety at
Nationwide.

"The problem with that is driving requires focus, and multi-tasking while driving puts
you and your fellow drivers at risk."

Drivers in the survey also admitted to changing seats with passengers, watching a
movie, painting their toenails, nursing a baby and putting in contact lenses while
driving.
Younger drivers multi-task the most, the survey found, with 35 percent of 18-to-27
year olds saying they always multi-task in the car, compared to 21 percent of baby
boomers.
Windsor said the consequences for young drivers are severe, with car accidents
being the number one cause of death for Americans aged 18 to 27.

"The bottom line is if it can be done in the kitchen, bathroom, office or bedroom, it
should not be done in the car," Windsor said.



25 ISSUE 2007-2   VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM FEBRUARY, 2007

While some U.S. jurisdictions require hands-free devices for cellphone use in cars,
most of the activities listed in the survey are not illegal unless they are determined to
be the cause of an accident.

The survey of 1,200 drivers between the ages of 18 and 60 found that while 83
percent believe they are safe drivers, 38 percent admitted they have driven a certain
distance without any recollection of doing so.

Sandra Guile, spokeswoman for AAA in Cincinnati, said the automobile club's driving
instructors have seen it all, and work hard to try to correct the bad habits.

"Imagine if you're going 55 miles an hour down the road and you spill something on
your suit and you have a meeting that day -- you're going to be more worried about
grabbing a napkin than watching the road," said Guile. "But it just takes a split
second to look away and there's an accident."

Cincinnati professor Penny Braboy said that while she never eats or makes phone
calls while driving, she does answer the phone if it rings -- and she admits to other
distractions.

"I have put on lipstick in the car," Braboy, 55, said with a laugh. "And I might try to
look for something in my purse, which I know is dangerous." But she said her
distractions have never caused an accident. "I try to be careful," said she, getting
into her sport utility vehicle, Starbucks coffee in hand.

Submitted by: Flash Vanover ABATE P.B.C.
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"No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws."

--U.S. Constitution, Amendment XIV, Section 1
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(Continued next page)

NCOM NEWS BYTES 
compiled and edited by Bill Bish - January 2007

 National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

HELMET LAWS THREATENED At least three state legislatures are already proposing to
enact helmet laws in the early stages of their 2007 sessions: Arkansas, Montana and
Pennsylvania. Spurred by a renewed federal enthusiasm in promoting helmet laws, and due
to the increased popularity of motorcycle riding, state governments are seeking ways to
curb rising motorcyclist fatalities.

New motorcycle sales have topped one million for the fourth straight year, and have
experienced 14 consecutive years of record sales, now triple the number of new bikes
sold a decade ago. But along with that boon has come a corresponding increase in
motorcycle deaths, with the latest figures from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) reflecting a 13 percent increase in rider fatalities from 4,028 in
2004 to 4,553 in 2005.

Currently, 20 states and the District of Columbia require all motorcyclists to wear
helmets, while the other 30 states allow freedom of choice for adult riders.

SALT LAKE CITY WITHDRAWS HELMET PROPOSAL Through the combined efforts of bikers
across the country who took time to write, call and e-mail Mayor Rocky Anderson to
oppose a Salt Lake City, Utah city ordinance requiring helmet use by all motorcyclists
and bicyclists within the city, the proposed law has been withdrawn and the mayor's office
has responded that they have "Abandoned the proposal, due to the immense amount of
calls and e-mails both from local motorcyclists and motorcyclists nationwide. We are now
looking into ways to better enforce the helmet law already in existence, (for riders 18
years old and under) and require the same for bicyclists and scooters."

NUMBERS GAME Even if we accepted the government's claim that unhelmeted riders cost
U.S. taxpayers $853 million last year, let's put that number in perspective. According to
MAG-UK (Motorcycle Action Group of the United Kingdom), citing statistics from the BBC
website, the United States spent $1.9 trillion on healthcare in 2004, so unhelmeted
motorcyclists accounted for .00004% of the total costs.
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For comparison, caring for smoking related health problems cost the government $12.9
billion, or .007%, making it 150 times more costly. Obesity costs the government $7.7
billion in healthcare expenses. Alcohol costs the government $12.2 billion in
healthcare expenses. Medicaid fraud costs the government $140 billion in healthcare
expenses. 

S&S FIRST TO OBTAIN EPA ENGINE CERTIFICATION S&S Cycle, Inc. has successfully
procured EPA Certification on all three of its V-Series engine families, becoming the
first motorcycle engine manufacturer to produce pre-certified EPA compliant engines
for use by individuals and custom bike builders.

By using motors that are pre-certified to meet emissions regulations, individuals and
builders can now build EPA compliant motorcycles without having to go through the
complicated and costly emissions testing procedures themselves, thus allowing small
volume manufacturers to build and sell as many custom motorcycles as they want to, and
individuals can now own, ride and sell them without prior restrictions as long as the
engine package is not altered in any way that increases exhaust emissions.

Under EPA regulations issued in 2003, custom bike builders are limited to building only
24 non-compliant motorcycles per model year, and individuals are allowed to own only
one EPA exempt kit bike in their lifetime. But following a year of successful efforts
between the EPA and industry and consumer groups, the "Certification Procedure for
Highway Motorcycle Engines" EPA letter of guidance dated July 25, 2006 CISD-06-15
(MC), now allows builders of aftermarket engines to provide EPA-compliant engine
packages to individuals, dealers and small volume motorcycle manufacturers (<3,000
annual units, excluding California), thus circumventing the strict regulations applied to
non-EPA compliant motorcycles.

Therefore, the new Certification Procedure will permit certified engines installed in new
highway motorcycle chassis to be operated or re-sold without onerous construction and
ownership restrictions, provided the requirements of the procedure, as well as the
federal Clean Air Act anti-tampering requirements, are met.

ALUDE POLICE, FORFEIT YOUR BIKE The Florida Highway Patrol has developed a plan to
fight fleeing cyclists without engaging in high speed pursuit or even taking them to trial.
Florida police have a policy restricting high-speed chases, and police cars can't keep up
with a sport bike's top speed or ability to accelerate.
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But all the law requires is that police get the tag number, and then they can go pick up
the bike later. Police seized 344 motorcycles last year by accusing their owners of
running from police -- a felony -- initiate the seizure proceeding, then drop the charges.
This allows police to keep the bike without the effort of a court battle or the danger of
a not guilty verdict. Even an innocent motorcyclist will think twice about fighting an
unjust seizure since the felony charges carry jail time and a permanent black mark on
more than just their driving record.

Although police claim the confiscation policy is done to save the lives of innocent
motorists, no automobile driver has been killed by a motorcyclist on the run.

NATIONAL ID ON THE WAY Some state officials are giving the national ID system a cool
reception, and hope Congress will reassess -- and perhaps repeal -- legislation it passed
that establishes a national ID system by 2008.

The Real ID Act of 2005 is intended to deter terrorism and illegal immigration, but many
deem the program unnecessary, costly and annoying.

Among the most alarming dilemmas, aside from privacy issues, is that under the Real ID
system it could take weeks to produce a single identification card. Real ID would also put
a major dent in states' coffers, costing tens of millions of dollars to implement the new
system, including installing new machines in DMV offices to produce the cards, and each
state will be responsible for footing its own bill.

Right now, no one's sure how long residents will have before they must convert to the
new ID system or what types of documentation they must present, and are awaiting further
direction from the Department of Homeland Security.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Posterity! You will never know how much it cost the present
generation to preserve your freedom! I hope you will make good use of it! If you do not,
I shall repent it in Heaven that I ever took half the pains to preserve it!"

John Adams, April 26, 1777

AND THAT'S ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS!
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ABATE members show your membership card on your first order and receive a
5% discount on your next order.
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From The GUNNY'S SACK - January 2007

It's the second month of a brand new year, 2007. What are we going to accomplish this
year? In Oregon, we'd reelected Governor Kulongoski, which means we may have to wait
another four years to get the helmet law off our backs. He's said that he will not sign
any bill that would abolish the law. We have people here who have ridden for more than
twenty years and never known the freedom of choice in that regard. To my mind that is
absolutely sad. 

In Louisiana, they slapped the helmet back on their heads, and the Governor bragged
about the savings of lives because of the helmets. They didn't take into account that
motorcycle sales DROPPED about the same as the accident rate. We need to get our
people educated. We are PART OF the traffic, and car drivers need to be educated about
that. One thing WE can do is to get our riders to take riding courses and re-take the
classes regularly. Education saves lives. I started riding in 1948, and a helmet was not a
regular part of my attire until 1988. My God! According to the safety-crats I should
have died long ago! 

The new year brings other concerns as well. The Iraq situation has deteriorated even
more and we have a Democratic Congress and Senate in this country now. It's not hard to
guess what they want us to do about that. I won't take sides, but I will address my elected
officials as to how I personally feel about the whole thing. I hope the rest of you will
as well. We proved the voice of the people has force, now lets put it to good use. 

There are people we have elected who would like nothing better than to outlaw
motorcycles altogether. Insurance companies that are spending mucho dollars to get
laws passed that restrict riding even more than it is now. I'd rather they spend MY
insurance dollars on motorcycle awareness for car drivers!

Many new highway designs won't properly consider motorcycles if we aren't vigilant. We
are already pretty much invisible without the added burden of roads that are designed
without us in mind. All motorcycle organizations need more than ever to put your heads
together for the welfare of us all. Our enemies won't go away any more than we will.
Anti-tinkering laws and manufacturing restrictions are getting tougher all the time and we
need to keep a weather eye wide open there. 

Those are a few of the challenges we face as bikers in the new year. More than ever, it's
time for us to stick together, and stand up for what's right. 
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NEWSBITS 'N' PIECES: 

KIDS MOTORIZED SCOOTER: Looks like a little Vespa from the fifties. It has a two-speed
gearbox (2.5 and 5 mph) powered by a rechargeable battery, along with automatic brakes,
working headlight, horn and hazard-warning lights. Aimed at children aged from three to
seven, it sells for £195, whatever that is in American money. I haven't seen one in this
country yet but keep your eyes peeled. 

What kid wouldn't love one of these critters. HOLBROOK, N.Y.: Harley hearse? Yeah, from
the Internet comes this little jewel, courtesy of Newsday.

Outside the Moloney funeral home here is a Harley-Davidson that has been that has been
converted to a hearse. What better way for a biker to go to his rest? Riding in style in a
Harley hearse. The conversion was demonstrated here and we are told it will be used on
request from families of whomever wants the service. It's actually a modified trike that
can haul as much as 900 pounds. Very modified, at over $80k. It's the custom creation
of "Tombstone Hearse," of Alum Bank, Pa.

This is a road-worthy machine that, Moloney acknowledges, brings much-needed smiles to
an otherwise somber processional between funeral home and final resting place. "We
wanted the opportunity to offer something unique," says Moloney, 42, who, with his
uncle and two older brothers, runs five funeral homes. "And this is a very unique
specialty item," he says. "When we use it, people are overwhelmed with it."

ITALY: Want something REALLY different to ride round on? Look to the Italian bike, the
"IRS." These guys triked-out a Suzuki SV1000, but they made twin FRONT wheels that LEAN
together with tilting linkage, much like the Piaggio "MP3" twin front wheel scooter. The
machine has a new frame underneath the standard bodywork, which is retained like most of
the original "donor" machine. More information on this little beast is found at
www.irs1000.it SWITZERLAND: Now, take that "IRS" bike a step further, and you're riding
the INSIDE of a long, bubble-shaped two-wheeled beast, powered by a BMW K-series
motor, the ECO-MOBILE, with other bikes offered by the Swiss firm, PERAVES. Y'gotta SEE
these things to believe 'em. Go to http://eco.peraves.ch/ndexe.htm. Oh, and this
bubble-boy will do 155 mph, and you can get air conditioning, heat, and even leather
seats. 

Now, when you're INSIDE this bubble-bodied 2-wheeler, you may be wondering what
happens when you STOP for a light? Can't pop your leg out so quickly when you have to
open a door, so these two little side-wheels come out by pressing a button! They look
like a couple of training wheels, but I could get past that.
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This critter runs a 4-speed unit with an electric reverse, and an automatic version is
available for those who want to go the whole car route. Car pedals sit below the
handlebars that still have a twist-grip throttle. Buttons operate the little stabilizer
wheels when coming to rest. The makers claim it's still like riding a bike, since it banks to
corner, but you have the creature comforts of a car. The price looks a little steep at
$55,599, unless you consider the cost of a custom bike. I've seen some $60,000.00
Harleys in dealerships here in Oregon. 

HONOLULU: During President Bush's visit to Hawaii last year, Steve Favela, 30, and two
other motor officers crashed their bikes as the motorcade traveled across Hickam Air
Force Base. Bush was there to meet the troops there for breakfast. Light rain had been
falling, and some roads on the base were slick. Favela suffered internal injuries and
died. The President sent his condolences to the family. It's unfortunate, but it goes to
show that even the highly-well trained police can die on bikes. Our condolences also to
his family.

THE EVER-LOVIN NEED FOR SPEED: Speeding is not necessarily reckless, even at 128 mph,
a judge ruled. A motorcyclist had tried to flee from state troopers. Judge John
Steinheider ruled that Jacob H. Carman, 20, was Not Guilty of reckless driving, when he
was spotted by a trooper who then chased him at the top speed of his cruiser's odometer
- 128 mph. He said "As much as it pains me to do it, speed and speed alone is not sufficient
to establish reckless driving". He did say that if he had a passenger, he'd have thrown the
book at him. Nevertheless, Carman was fined $300.00 for trying to elude the cop, and
expired tags. I'm sorry folks, but running away from the police just because your tags
are out of date is just foolish, any way ya look at it! Plus, our Oregon AIM lawyer, Sam
Hochberg, tells me that you might well be convicted of Reckless Driving with speed THAT
high, depending of course on the circumstances.

GUNNY AGAIN: Have you got your AIM card? If not and you go to motorcycle runs or
swap-meets here in Oregon, there is no excuse. This Gunny sets up at most of them during
the summer and is happy to get ya signed up. I'll give you your card on the spot and it
doesn't cost you one cent. The idea is to let medical folks know we have some small bits
of medical information particular to you and it might just help in an emergency. Not only
that but it will help us to notify your people that you have a problem. You aren't
obligated to use our AIM attorneys but its not the worst idea you could come up with.
They handle wrecks on a contingency fee basis, and of course, the AIM lawyers RIDE, just
like our Oregon guy for the past 19 years, Sam Hochberg. Call the main office at
1-800-531-2424, or 1-800-On-A-Bike, and they will send your card! Or, get a hold of
Gunny and I'll get you squared away. Reach me vie E-mail at AIMGunny@aol.com or Sam
Hochberg, our Oregon AIM attorney, is always available online at SamBikeLaw@aol.com.

Keep the round side on the bottom.
Gunny, Oregon AIM Chief of Staff 



Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

11:30 AM Saturday 
February 17, 2007

VFW POST 5335
500 N.E. 21st AVENUE

Boynton Beach, FL 33435
561-737-4102

Directions: Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to the
R.R. tracks and turn right, before crossing the
tracks. From U.S.1 turn west on Gateway and
turn left immediately after crossing the tracks.

GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter

P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073


